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PREFACE

This Code constitutes a recodification of the general and permanent
ordinances of the Town of Ridgeville, South Carolina.

Source materials used in the preparation of the Code were the 1986
Code and ordinances subsequently adopted by the town council. The
source of each section is included in the history note appearing in
parentheses at the end thereof. The absence of such a note indicates
that the section is new and was adopted for the first time with the
adoption of the Code. By use of the comparative tables appearing in the
back of this Code, the reader can locate any section of the 1986 Code
and any subsequent ordinance included herein.

The chapters of the Code have been conveniently arranged in
alphabetical order, and the various sections within each chapter have
been provided catchlines for ease of usage by readers. Notes which tie
related sections of the Code together and which refer to relevant state
law have been included. A table listing the state law citations and
setting forth their location within the Code is included at the back of
this Code.

Chapter and Section Numbering System

The chapter and section numbering system used in this Code is the
same system used in many state and local government codes. Each
section number consists of two parts separated by a dash. The figure
before the dash refers to the chapter number, and the figure after the
dash refers to the position of the section within the chapter. Thus, the
second section of chapter 1 is numbered 1-2, and the first section of
chapter 6 is 6-1. Under this system, each section is identified with its
chapter, and at the same time new sections can be inserted in their
proper place by using the decimal system for amendments. For exam-
ple, if new material consisting of one section that would logically come
between sections 6-1 and 6-2 is desired to be added, such new section
would be numbered 6-1.5. New articles and new divisions may be
included in the same way or, in the case of articles, may be placed at the
end of the chapter embracing the subject, and, in the case of divisions,
may be placed at the end of the article embracing the subject. The next
successive number shall be assigned to the new article or division. New
chapters may be included by using one of the reserved chapter num-
bers. Care should be taken that the alphabetical arrangement of
chapters is maintained when including new chapters.

Page Numbering System

The page numbering system used in this Code is a prefix system. The
letters to the left of the colon are an abbreviation which represents a
certain portion of the volume. The number to the right of the colon
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represents the number of the page in that portion. In the case of a
chapter of the Code, the number to the left of the colon indicates the
number of the chapter. In the case of an appendix to the Code, the letter
immediately to the left of the colon indicates the letter of the appendix.
The following are typical parts of codes of ordinances, which may or
may not appear in this Code at this time, and their corresponding
prefixes:

CODE CDh1:1

CODE APPENDIX CDA:1

CODE COMPARATIVE TABLES CCT:1

STATE LAW REFERENCE TABLE SLT:1

CODE INDEX CDi:1
Index

The index has been prepared with the greatest of care. Each
particular item has been placed under several headings, some of which
are couched in lay phraseology, others in legal terminology, and still
others in language generally used by local government officials and
employees. There are numerous cross references within the index itself
which stand as guideposts to direct the user to the particular item in
which the user is interested.

Looseleaf Supplements

A special feature of this publication is the looseleaf system of binding
and supplemental servicing of the publication. With this system, the
publication will be kept up-to-date. Subsequent amendatory legislation
will be properly edited, and the affected page or pages will be reprinted.
These new pages will be distributed to holders of copies of the
publication, with instructions for the manner of inserting the new pages
and deleting the obsolete pages.

Keeping this publication up-to-date at all times will depend largely
upon the holder of the publication. As revised pages are received, it will
then become the responsibility of the holder to have the amendments
inserted according to the attached instructions. It is strongly recom-
mended by the publisher that all such amendments be inserted imme-
diately upon receipt to avoid misplacing them and, in addition, that all
deleted pages be saved and filed for historical reference purposes.

Acknowledgments

This publication was under the direct supervision of Daniel F.
Walker, Supervising Legal Editor, and Yolanda Vickers, Code Editor, of
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the Municipal Code Corporation, Tallahassee, Florida. Credit is grate-
fully given to the other members of the publisher's staff for their sincere
interest and able assistance throughout the project.

The publisher is most grateful to Sharon Wood for her cooperation
and assistance during the progress of the work on this publication. It is
hoped that her efforts and those of the publisher have resulted in a
Code of Ordinances which will make the active law of the town readily
accessible to all citizens and which will be a valuable tool in the
day-to-day administration of the town's affairs.

Copyright

All editorial enhancements of this Code are copyrighted by Municipal
Code Corporation and the Town of Ridgeville, South Carolina. Editorial
enhancements include, but are not limited to: organization; table of
contents; section catchlines; prechapter section analyses; editor's notes;
cross references; state law references; numbering system; code compar-
ative table; state law reference table; and index. Such material may not
be used or reproduced for commercial purposes without the express
written consent of Municipal Code Corporation and the Town of
Ridgeville, South Carolina.

© Copyrighted material.
Municipal Code Corporation and the Town of Ridgeville, South
Carolina. 2006.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS §1-2

Sec. 1-1. How Code designated and cited.

The ordinances embraced in this and the
following chapters and sections shall consti-
tute and be designated "The Code of Ordi-
nances of the Town of Ridgeville, South Caro-
lina," and may so be cited. Such ordinances
may also be cited as the "Ridgeville Town
Code."

(Code 1986, § 1-1)

Sec. 1-2. Definitions and rules of con-
struction.

Code. The words "the Code" and "this Code"
shall mean the Code of Ordinances of the
Town of Ridgeville, South Carolina.

Council, town council. Whenever the word
"ecouncil" is used, or the words "town council"
are used, such words shall be construed to
mean the council of the Town of Ridgeville.

County. The word "county" shall be con-
strued to mean the County of Dorchester,
South Carolina.

Delegation of authority. Whenever a provi-
sion of a section of this Code appears requir-
ing the head of a department of the town to
do some act or make certain inspections, it
shall be construed to authorize the head of
the department to designate, delegate and
authorize subordinates to perform the re-
quired act or make the required inspection,
unless the term of the provisioner section
expressly designates otherwise.

Gender. Words importing the masculine
gender shall include the feminine and the
neuter.

Interpretation. In the interpretation and
application of any provision of this Code, it
shall be held to be the minimum requirement
adopted for the promotion of the public health,
safety, comfort and general welfare. Where
any provision of the Code imposes greater
restrictions upon the subject matter than the
general provision imposed by the Code, the

provision imposing the greater restriction or
regulation shall be deemed to be controlling.

Joint authority. All words giving joint au-
thority to three or more persons or officers
shall be construed as giving such authority to
a majority of such persons or officers.

Keeper and proprietor. The words "keeper"
and "proprietor" shall mean and include per-
sons, firms, associates, corporations, clubs
and partnerships, whether accruing by them-
selves or a servant, agent or employee.

Minor. A minor shall be deemed to be a
natural person under the age of 18 years,
except in ordinances and Code sections relat-
ing to the sale, use and possession of alcoholic
beverages, a minor is any natural person
under the age of 21 years.

State law references—Similar provi-
sions, S.C. Code 1976, § 15-1-320(a); citizen
deemed sui juris at age 18 years, S.C. Const.
art. XVII, § 14.

Month. The word "month" shall mean a
calendar month.

Name of officer. Whenever the name of an
officer is given, it shall be construed as though
the words "of the Town of Ridgeville" were
added.

Nontechnical and technical words. Words
and phrases shall be construed according to
the common and approved usage of the lan-
guage; but technical words and phrases and
such others as may have acquired a peculiar
and appropriate meaning in law shall be
construed and understood according to such
meaning.

Number. Words used in the singular in-
clude the plural and the plural shall include
the singular number.

Oath, swear, sworn. The word "oath” shall
be constructed to include an affirmation in
all cases in which, by law, an affirmation may
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§1-2 RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

be substituted for an oath, and in such cases
the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equiv-
alent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."

Owner. The word "owner," applied to a
building or land, shall include any part owner,
joint owner, tenant in common, joint tenant
or tenant by the entirety of the whole or a
part of such building or land.

Person. The word "person" shall extend
and be applied to persons, firms, associa-
tions, partnerships and bodies politic or cor-
porate as well as to individuals.

Personal property. The term "personal prop-
erty" shall include every species of property
except real property as herein defined.

Preceding, following. The words "preced-
ing" and "following" shall mean next before
and next after, respectively.

Property. The word "property" shall in-
clude real and personal property.

Public place. The term "public place" shall
mean any park, cemetery, schoolyard or open
space adjacent thereto, and all other proper-
ties owned or controlled by public authority.

Real property, real estate. The terms "real
property" and "real estate" shall include land,
tenements and hereditaments.

Residence. The term "residence" shall be
construed to mean the place adopted by a
person as his place of habitation, and to
which, whenever he is absent, he has the
intention of returning. When a person eats at
one place and sleeps at another, the place
where such person sleeps shall be deemed as
his residence.

Roadway. The word "roadway" shall mean
that portion of the street improved, desig-
nated or ordinarily used for vehicular travel.

S.C. Code 1976. This phrase shall refer to
the current code of state statutes.

S.C. Code Reg. This phrase shall refer to
the South Carolina Code of Regulations.

Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" shall mean
that portion of the street between the curb
line, or the lateral lines of a roadway where
there is no curb and the adjacent property
line intended for use of pedestrians.

Signature or subscription. The words "sig-
nature" and "subscription" shall include a
mark when the person cannot write.

State. The words "the state" and "this
state" shall be construed to mean the State of
South Carolina.

Street. The word "street"” shall include av-
enues, boulevards, highways, roads, public
alleys, lane, viaducts, bridges and approaches
thereto and all other public thoroughfares in
the town, and shall mean the entire width
thereof between abutting property lines. It
shall be construed to include a sidewalk or
footpath, unless the contrary is expressed or
unless construction would be inconsistent
with the manifest intent of the town council.

Tenant or occupant. The word "tenant" or
"occupant,” applied to a building or land,
shall include any person who occupies the
whole or a part of such building or land,
whether alone or with others.

Time. Words used in the past or present
tense include the future as well and the past
and present.

Town. The words "the town" and "this
town" shall be construed to mean the Town of
Ridgeville, South Carolina.

Tree zone. The word "tree zone" shall mean
any portion of a street between the curb line,
or the lateral line of a roadway where there is
no curb and the adjacent property line in-
tended for the planting of trees and grass.

Writing, written. The words "writing" and
"written" shall include printing and any other
matter representing words and letters.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS §1-

Year. The word "year" shall mean a calen-
dar year unless it is clearly indicated that the
fiscal year is intended.

(Code 1986, § 1-2)

Sec. 1-3. Catchlines of sections.

The catchlines of the sections of this Code
printed in boldface type are intended as catch-
words to indicate the contents of the sections
and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles
of such sections, nor as any part of the
section, nor, unless expressly so provided,
shall they be deemed when any of such sec-
tions, including the catchlines, are amended
or reenacted.

(Code 1986, § 1-3)

Sec. 1-4. Effect of repeal of ordinances.

The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive
any ordinances in force before or at the time
the ordinance repealed took effect. The re-
peal of an ordinance shall not effect any
punishment, penalty incurred before the re-
peal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or
proceeding pending at the time of the repeal,
for an offense committed or cause of action
arising under the ordinance repealed.

(Code 1986, § 1-4)

Sec. 1-5. Severability of parts of Code.

Tt is hereby declared to be the intent of the
town council that the sections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code
are severable, and if any phrase, clause,
sentence, paragraph or section of this Code
shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid
by the judgment or decree of a court of
competent jurisdiction, such unconstitution-
ality or invalidity shall not affect any of the
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, para-
graphs and sections of this Code.

(Code 1986, § 1-5)

L |

Sec. 1-6. Amendments to Code.

(a) All ordinances passed subsequent to
this Code of Ordinances which amend, repeal
or in any way effect this Code of Ordinances
may be numbered in accordance with the
numbering system of this Code and printed
for inclusion therein, or in the case of re-
pealed chapters, sections and subsections, or
any part thereof, by subsequent ordinances,
such repealed portions may be excluded from
the Code by omission from reprinted pages
affected therein; and the subsequent ordi-
nances as numbered and printed, or omitted
in the case of repeal, shall be prima facie
evidence of such subsequent ordinances until
such time that this Code of Ordinances is
repealed by the town council. Amendments to
any of the provisions of this Code may be
made by amending such provisions by spe-
cific reference to the section number of the
Code in the following language: "That section

of the Code of Ordinances of
the Town of Ridgeville, South Carolina, is
hereby amended to read as follows: (The new
provision shall then be set out in full as
amended.")

(b) In the event a new section not hereto-
fore existing in the Code is to be added, the
following language may be used: "That the
Code of Ordinances of the Town of Ridgeville,
South Carolina, is hereby amended by add-
ing a section to be numbered
which section shall then be set out in full as
enacted."

(¢) All sections, articles, chapters or provi-
sions desired to be repealed must be specifi-
cally repealed by section, article or chapter
number, as the case may be.

(Code 1986, § 1-6)

Sec. 1-7. Recording by the town clerk;
certificate of publication.

All ordinances passed by the town shall be
recorded by the town clerk in a proper book
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§ 1-7 RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

or books, with indexes. The originals shall be
filed in the town clerk's office with due proof
of the publication of all ordinances that re-
quire publication. Publication by the certifi-
cate of the publisher or printer shall be
procured by the clerk and attached thereto or
written and attested upon the face of the
record of such ordinance.

(Code 1986, § 1-7)

Sec. 1-8. Altering Code.

It shall be unlawful for any person in the
town to change or amend by additions or
deletions any part or portion of this Code, or
to insert or delete pages, or portions thereof,
or to alter or tamper with such Code in any
manner whatsoever, which will cause the law
of the town to be misrepresented thereby.
Any person, firm or corporation violating this
section shall be punished as provided in
section 1-9 thereof.

(Code 1986, § 1-8)

Sec. 1-9. General penalty; continuing vi-
olation.

Wherever in this Code or in any ordinance
or resolution of the town, or rule or regula-
tion or order promulgated by an officer or
agency of the town, under authority duly
vested in it or him, any act is prohibited or is
declared to be unlawful or an offense or
misdemeanor, or the doing of any act is
required, or the failure to do any act is
declared to be unlawful or an offense or
misdemeanor, and no specific penalty is pro-
vided for the violation thereof, the violation
of any such provision of this Code or any such
ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation or or-
der shall be punished by a fine of not more
than $500.00 or by imprisonment for not
more than 30 days; except as may otherwise
be provided, each day any violation of this
Code or any such ordinance, resolution, rule,
regulation or order shall constitute a sepa-
rate offense.

(Code 1986, § 1-9; Ord. of 10-14-2003)

Sec. 1-10. Offense committed on munic-
ipal property beyond town lim-
its.

Any person committing any offense in, at
or upon land owned by the town outside of
the corporate limits of the town shall be
subject to the same laws, ordinances and
other legal responsibilities as if the offense
had been committed within the corporate
limits themselves.

(Code 1986, § 1-10)

Seec. 1-11, Prosecution where different
penalties exist for same of-
fense.

In all cases where the same offense may be
made punishable, or shall be created by dif-
ferent clauses or sections of the ordinances of
the town, the prosecuting officer may elect
under which to proceed; but not more than
one recovery shall be held against the same

person for the same offense.
(Code 1986, § 1-11)

Sec. 1-12. Certain ordinances, rights,
ete., not affected by Code adop-
tion.

(a) Nothing in this Code, or the ordinance
adopting this Code, shall affect:

(1) Any offense or act committed or done
or any penalty or forfeiture incurred
or any contract or right established or
accruing before the effective date of
the ordinance from which this Code is
derived;

(2) Any ordinance or resolution promis-
ing or guaranteeing the payment of
money for the town, or authorizing
the issuance of any bonds of the town
or any evidence of the town's indebt-
edness, or any contract or obligations
assumed by the town;
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3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(N

(8

9

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

GENERAL PROVISIONS

The administrative ordinances or res-
olutions of the town not in conflict
with the provisions of the Code;

Any ordinance or resolution fixing sal-
aries of officers or employees of the
town, unless superseded;

Any appropriation ordinance or reso-
lution;

Any right of franchise granted by the
council to any person, firm or corpora-
tion;

Any ordinance or resolution dedicat-
ing, naming, establishing, locating, re-
locating, closing, opening, paving, wid-
ening, vacating, etc., any street or
public way in the town;

Any ordinance or resolution establish-
ing and prescribing the street grades
of any streets in the town;

Any ordinance or resolution providing
for local improvements or assessing
taxes therefor;

Any ordinance or resolution dedicat-
ing or accepting any plat or subdivi-
sion in the town, or providing regula-
tions for the same;

Any ordinance annexing property to
the town;

Any zoning ordinance or amendments
thereto, and any ordinance establish-
ing a board of zoning appeals, board of
architectural review, or planning com-
mission, including joint commissions;

§ 1-13

one-way traffic, limitations on loads of
vehicles or loading zones, not incon-
sistent with this Code;

(15) Any ordinance or resolution fixing
utility rates and charges;

(16) Any ordinance of agreement with an-
other political subdivision;

(17) Any ordinance concerning issuance of
tax anticipation notes or other debt;

(18) Any ordinance regulating adult enter-
tainment or sexually oriented busi-
nesses;

(19) Any ordinance regarding a board of
trustees of firemen's insurance and
inspection fund, or concerning mem-
bership in the state Firemen's Associ-
ation and duties accompanying said
membership;

(20) Any other ordinance or resolution, or
part thereof, which is not of a general
and permanent nature; or which is
referred to elsewhere in this Code as
continuing in effect; and all such ordi-
nances and resolutions are hereby rec-
ognized as continuing in full force and
effect to the same extent as if set out
at length in this Code. Such ordi-
nances and resolutions are on file in
the town clerk's office;

(21) Any ordinances or resolution estab-
lishing and prescribing employment
and personnel policies and proce-

dures.

(b) Nor shall the repeal be construed to

revive any ordinance or part of an ordinance

Any ordinance or resolution regulat-
ing the erection, alteration, repair,
demolition, moving or removal of build-
ings or other structures;

Ordinances or resolutions prescribing
traffic regulations for specific loca-
tions, prescribing through streets, park-
ing limitations, parking prohibitions,

CD1:7

that has been repealed or superseded by a
subsequent ordinance which is repealed by
the ordinance of adoption of this Code.

Sec. 1-13. Parenthetical and reference

materials.

The matter in parentheses at the ends of

sections is for information only and is not a



§ 1-13 RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

part of the Code. Citations to the previous
code (Code of Ordinances) indicate only the
source; and the text may or may not be
changed by this Code. Reference matter not
in parentheses is for information only and is
not a part of this Code.
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Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Secs.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Article II. Mayor-Council Government

2-25.
2-26.
2-27.
2-28.
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2-31.
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general structure and functions of all municipalities, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-7-10 et seq.; municipal
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Sec. 2-97. Members not to leave council chambers without
permission.

Sec. 2-98. Members protest against passage of ordinance
or resolution.

Sec. 2-99. Meetings of the town council.

Sec. 2-100. Ordinances required.

Sec. 2-101. Codification of ordinances.

Sec. 2-102. Notice required.

Sec. 2-108. Form of ordinances.

Sec. 2-104. Introduction of ordinance.

Sec. 2-105. Hearings on ordinances.

Sec. 2-106. When ordinances may be amended.

Sec. 2-107. Enactment of ordinances. -

Sec. 2-108. Introduction of resolutions.

Sec. 2-109. Recording of roll call vote.

Sec. 2-110. Appearances of citizens.

Sec. 2-111. Town clerk to attend.

Sec. 2-112. Agenda.

Sec. 2-113. Town attorney to attend.

Sec. 2-114. Docket of pending matters.

Sec. 2-115. Minutes of meetings.

Sec. 2-116. Special committees.

Sec. 2-117. Adoption of resolutions.

Secs. 2-118—2-147. Reserved.

Article ITII. Civil Service Commission
Secs. 2-148—2-177. Reserved. )

Article IV. Retirement System

Sec. 2-178. Adoption.
Sec. 2-179. Officials to comply with regulations.
Secs. 2-180—2-196. Reserved.

Article V. Town Employees

Sec. 2-197. Appointment of members of committees, boards
and commissions.

Sec. 2-198. Administrative regulations.

Sec. 2-199. Administrative directors.
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Sec. 2-200. Bonds of town employees.

Sec. 2-201. Town clerk.

Sec. 2-202. Town attorney.

Sec. 2-203. Public safety director.

Sec. 2-204. Duties of public safety director as to police
" department.

Sec. 2-205. Duties of public safety director as to fire depart-

ment.

Sec. 2-206. Special police officers.

Sec. 2-207. Tax collector.

Secs. 2-208—2-237. Reserved.

Article VI. Emergency Interim Succession

Sec. 2-238. Order of succession to mayor.

Sec. 2-239. Order of succession to members of the town
council,

Sec. 2-240. Selection of mayor pro tempore.
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ADMINISTRATION § 2-27

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 2-1. Advertisement of intention to
apply for franchise, etc.

Any persons, electric -street railways and
steam railways, railroads, telegraph compa-
nies, telephone companies, gas companies
and the corporations or public servants ap-
plying to the town council for use of any
street, or any part thereof, and sidewalk, or
any part thereof, or for any right or franchise,
shall, before such application is presented to
the town council for its consideration, publish
in one of the daily papers of general circula-
tion in the town an intention to so apply for
the use of such street or sidewalk, right or
franchise, setting forth in full the use, right
or franchise to be applied for, together with
the date upon which such application is to be
presented to the town council, and no appli-
cation for the use, right or franchise above set
forth shall be granted by the town council
unless the provision of this section shall be
shown to have been complied with.

(Code 1986, § 2-1)

Sec. 2-2. Salaries.

The salaries of the officials and employees
of the town shall be as provided in the clas-
sification and pay plan submitted by the
mayor and approved by the town council or
as provided by state law.

(Code 1986, § 2-2)

Sec. 2-3. Political activity prohibited; re-
moval of employees violating
section.

It shall be unlawful for any person em-
ployed by the town to use his influence or
official position, directly or indirectly, to in-
timidate or coerce, or attempt to intimidate
or coerce, any person for the purpose of
interfering with the right of such person to
vote as he may choose, or otherwise causing
such person to vote for or against any candi-

date for municipal office. It shall be unlawful
for any person employed by the town to take
part in any election by hauling persons to the
voting precinct, or to promise employment,
favors or awards of any nature or kind, with
the purpose of influencing such person or
persons to vote for or against any candidate
for municipal office. Any employee of the
town violating the provisions of this section
shall be immediately subject to be removed
from the position which he holds. In the case
of the employees in the departments under
civil service, removal shall be in accordance
with state law.

(Code 1986, § 2-3)

Secs. 2-4—2-24, Reserved.

ARTICLE II. MAYOR-COUNCIL
GOVERNMENT*

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 2-25. Form of government.

~

The town govefning form shall be the mayor-

council form of municipal government.
(Code 1986, § 2-11)

Sec. 2-26. Composition of town counecil.

The town council shall be composed of the
mayor and four council members with non-
partisan elections.

(Code 1986, § 2-12)

Sec. 2-27. Length of terms.

Length of terms for the mayor and coun-
cilmen shall be four years.
(Code 1986, § 2-13)

*State law reference-—Mayor-council form
of government, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-9-10 et
seq.
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§ 2-28 RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

Sec. 2-28. Legislative powers and deter-
mination of policy; power to
vote.

All legislative power of the town and the
determination of all matters of policy shall be
vested in the town council. Each council

member including the mayor shall have one
vote.

(Code 1986, § 2-14)

Sec. 2-29. Prerequisites to passage of
certain ordinances.

Every ordinance or resolution appropriat-
ing money ordering any street improvement
of sewers, or making or authorizing the mak-
ing of any contract or granting any franchise
or right to occupy or use the streets, high-
ways, bridges or public places in the town for
any purpose shall be complete in the form in
which it is finally passed and in such form
remain on file with the town clerk, open to
the public for inspection for at least once a
week before the final passage or adoption
thereof.

(Code 1986, § 2-15)

Sec. 2-30. Ordinances to be signed and
recorded.

Every ordinance passed by the town coun-
cil shall be signed by the mayor and attested
by the clerk and shall be recorded before it
shall be in force.

(Code 1986, § 2-16)

Sec. 2-31. Responsibilities and powers
of mayor.

The mayor shall be the chief administra-
tive officer of the town. He shall be responsi-
ble to the council for the administration of all
town affairs placed in his charge. He shall
have the following powers and duties:

(1) To appoint and, when he deems it
necessary for the good of the town,
suspend or remove all municipal em-
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(2)

3)

(4)

(%)

(6)

(M

(8)

ployees and appointive administra-
tive officers except as otherwise pro-
vided by personnel rules adopted. He
may authorize any administrative of-
ficer who is subject to his direction
and supervisioh to exercise these pow-
ers with respect to subordinates in
that officer's department, office, or
agency;

To direct and supervise the adminis-
tration of all departments, offices, and
agencies of the town except as other-
wise provided by law;

To preside at meetings of the council
and vote as other council members;

To act to ensure that all laws and
ordinances of the council, subject to
enforcement by him or by officers sub-
Ject to his direction and supervision,
are faithfully executed;

To prepare and submit the annual
budget and capital program to the
council; and prepare a six-month in-
terim budget update for council's re-
view;

~

To submit to the council and make
available to the public a complete re-
port on the finances and administra-
tive activities of the town as of the end
of each fiscal year;

To make such other reports as the
council may require concerning the
operations of municipal departments,
offices and agencies subject to his di-
rection and supervision; and

Whenever it is deemed necessary, to
purchase supplies, materials, equip-
ment, and services subject to the fol-
lowing provisions:

a. Ifthe estimated cost of a procure-
ment exceeds $5,000.00, a mini-
mum of three sealed bids and a
public bid opening is required for



ADMINISTRATION § 2-51

the award of the purchase. If the
bids are not available, a state-
ment of explanation must be sub-
mitted to council.

If the estimated cost of a procure-
ment is less than $5,000.00 but
more than $1,000.00, a minimum
of three written bids are required
for procurement or a statement
as to why they are not available
must be submitted to council.
(Public bid opening is not re-
quired.)

If the estimated cost of procure-
ment is less than $1,000.00 pur-
chase information may be gath-
ered orally. A minimum of three
bids must be obtained or a state-
ment submitted to council as to
why they are not available.

Whenever the estimated cost of
procurement is $10,000.00 or
more, the mayor shall prepare or
cause to be prepared specifica-
tions for the purchase or services
required and shall advertise the
requirements of the town twice
in a newspaper of general circu-
lation in the town and inviting
the tender of bids in writing for
the furnishing of those require-
ments, such bids to be publicly
opened at a time and place spec-
ified in the published notice. The
bids shall be opened and read
publicly by the mayor.

Purchases shall be made and con-
tracts shall be awarded to the
lowest responsive and responsi-
ble bidder, taking into account
the following: the ability, capac-
ity, skill, and reputation of the
bidder; whether the bidder can
perform the confract of provide
the service promptly or within

the time specified; the quality of
performance of previous contracts
or services; and any other factor
which may be pertinent in deter-
mining which bidder best serves
the town.

f.  Notwithstanding the above, no
purchase shall be made nor con-
tract entered by the mayor, or his
designee,  if, the estimated cost
exceeds -$500:00;- unless council
has authorized the purchase. Not-
withstanding the above, no pur-
chase shall be made nor contract
entered by the mayor's designee
without the mayor's written au-
thorization if the estimated cost
exceeds $50.00. All purchases ex-
ceeding $50.00 require the sub-

mission of a written purchase-or- ...,

der before the purchase may be
made.

o s e 8 el
(9) To maintain and keep regular office
hours to be available for the town's
citizens and for the administration of
the town's affairs, provided that said
office hours shall not be less than 15
hours per week. The mayor shall pub-
licly announce his proposed office hours
within 30 days after taking office and
any amendment thereto shall be made
one month in advance, with the excep-
tion of emergency circumstances.
(Ord. of 2-13-2001)
State law reference—Responsibilities and
powers of mayor, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-9-30.

Secs. 2-32—2-50. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES

Sec. 2-51. Appointment of town attor-
ney and town recorder.

The town shall appoint a town attorney
and a judge or recorder of the municipal
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§ 2-51 RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

court, whose duties shall be as they are now
prescribed by law. Until stich appointment,
the mayor shall sit as recorder, and in his
absence the mayor pro tempore.
(Code 1986, § 2-22) .

State law reference—Appointment of elec-
tion of municipal attorney and municipal
court judge, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-7-230.

Sec. 2-52. Authorization of issuance of
bonds.

The town council shall authorize the issu-
ance of bonds by a bond ordinance, subject to
such restrictions and limitations as may be
prescribed by law.

(Code 1986, § 2-24)

State law reference—Municipal Bond Act,

S.C. Code 1976, § 5-21-210 et seq.

Sec. 2-53. Adoption of budget.

The town council shall annually adopt a
budget for the town.
(Code 1986, § 2-25)

Sec. 2-54. Adoption of map of town.

The town council shall adopt and modify
the official map of the town.
(Code 1986, § 2-26)

Sec. 2-55. Enactment of ordinances.

The town council shall enact ordinances of
every nature and kind, not prohibited by the
statute laws or constitution of the state or the
United States.

(Code 1986, § 2-27)

Sec. 2-56. Inquiries or investigation.

The town council shall inquire into the
conduct of any office, department or agency

of the town and make investigations as to
municipal affairs, and give the public infor-
mation concerning the same.
(Code 1986, § 2-28)

State law reference—Investigations of

municipal departments, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-
7-100.

Sec. 2-57. Independent audits.

The town council shall provide for an inde-
pendent annual audit of the books and busi-
ness affairs of the town and for general
survey of the town business.

(Code 1986, § 2-29)

State law reference—Annual indepen-
dent external audit required, S.C. Code 1976,
§ 5-7-240.

Sec. 2-58. General health and welfare.

It shall be the responsibility of the town
council to provide for the health and welfare
of the town in accordance with the statute
laws of the state with reference to the general

police powers now granted to municipalities.
(Code 1986, § 2-30) =

~

Secs. 2-59—2-89. Reserved.

DIVISION 8. RULES OF ORDER AND
PROCEDURE*

Sec. 2-90. Quorum; chair of the meet-
ing.

A majority of the council members serving
shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of
business at any meeting. The mayor or mayor
pro tempore shall preside, except that in the
absence of both, the members present shall
elect a presiding member. Except as other-
wise required by state law or ordinance, all

*State law reference—Council meet-
ings, rules and procedures, S.C. Code 1976,
§ 5-7-250.
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proceedings of council shall be governed by
Robert's Rules of Order and the city attorney
shall act as parliamentarian.

(Code 1986, § 2-36)

Sec. 2-91. Robert's Rules of Order.

Except as otherwise provided, the proceed-
ings of the town council shall be controlled by
Robert's Rules of Order.

(Code 1986, § 2-37)

Sec. 2-92. Meetings and procedure of
council; suspension of change
of rule.

(a) Except as otherwise provided, the town
council by an affirmative vote of a majority of
its members may determine the time and
place of council meetings and rules of proce-
dure to be followed during the meetings. The
rules of procedure may not be changed except
by an affirmative vote of a majority of the
members of council in public meeting. Any
council member may propose a change in the
rules of procedure; however, such change will
not be considered until the next regular meet-
ing of the council unless there is a unanimous
vote in favor of considering the proposal at
the same meeting in which it is introduced.
Any rule of the council may be suspended by
an affirmative vote of a majority of the coun-
cil.

(b) Regular meetings of council shall be
held on the second Tuesday in each month
unless changed by a majority vote of mem-
bers present at any regular or special meet-
ing. Special meetings of council may be held
on the call of the mayor or a majority of the
members. Notice of a special meeting shall be
given immediately to all available members
and the news media by the town clerk. All
regular and special meetings of council shall
be open to the public.

(Code 1986, § 2-38)

§ 2-95

Sec. 2-93. Special meetings; conference
meetings.

(a) Special meetings of the town council
may be called by the mayor or by any mem-
ber of the council by written request filed
with the town clerk who shall thereupon
prepare a notice of such special meeting
stating the time, place and object thereof.
The town clerk, immediately upon receipt of
the request for the meeting, shall make a
diligent effort to notify each member of the
council, either by telephone or otherwise, of
such special session.

(b) No formal vote shall be taken upon any
matter under discussion at any such confer-
ence, but an informal polling of council may
be made if desired by any member of the
council. The town clerk may, if time permits,
give notice to the news media that a confer-
ence meeting will be held pursuant to law
without stating the specific matters to be
discussed. When advance notice is not given,
the town clerk may file notice of such meet-
ing after it has been held. No vote of council
shall be necessary; to call a conference meet-
ing. =
(Code 1986, § 2-39)

Sec. 2-94. Duty of presiding officer.

The presiding officer shall preserve deco-
rum and shall decide all questions of subject
to appeal to the council.

(Code 1986, § 2-40)

Sec. 2-95. Appeals from ruling of pfesid-
ing officer.

Any member of the council may appeal to
the council from a ruling of the presiding
officer. If the motion for an appeal is sec-
onded, the member making the appeal may
briefly state his reason for the same and the
presiding officer may briefly express his rea-
sons for his ruling, but there shall be no
discussion. The presiding officer shall then
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put the question to vote as to whether the
decision of the chair shall be sustained. If a
majority of the members present vote "aye,"
the ruling of the chair is sustained; other-
wise, it is overruled. .

(Code 1986, § 2-41)

Sec. 2-96. Members required to vote.

All actions of council shall be by majority
vote of members present at a public meeting.
Every member of council present shall vote
0n every question except when required to
refrain from voting by state law.

(Code 1986, § 2-42)

Sec. 2-97. Members not to leave council
chambers without pPermission.

No member of the council may leave the
council chamber while in public session with-
out permission from the presiding officer.
(Code 1986, § 2-43)

Sec. 2-98. Members protest against pas-
sage of ordinance or resolu-
tion.

Any member of the town council may ex-
pressly dissent from or protest against any
ordinance or resolution of the council and
have the reasons therefor entered upon the
Journal. Such dissent or protest must be filed
in writing and presented to the council not
later than the next regular meeting, follow-
ing the date of the passage of the ordinance
or resolution objected to.

(Code 1986, § 2-44)

Sec. 2-99, Meetings of the town council,

All meetings of the town council shall be
open to the public, but the mayor may call
the council together for a conference session
at any time if it is deemed essential to
interchange information between members
of the council or town officials preliminary to
any public discussion of the matter in ques-
tion, this must be regarded as confidential.

No formal vote shall be taken upon any
matter under discussion at any conference,
nor shall any official of the town respecting a
vote to be taken subsequently in a public
meeting of the town council. Noting herein
contained shall be construed to prevent a
polling of the town council or the taking of an
informal vote of any matter under discussion.
(Code 1986, § 2-45)

Sec. 2-100. Ordinances required.

(a) Council shall act by ordinance in all
matters required by law to be done by ordi-
nance, including:

(1) Adopting or amending an administra-
tive code or ordinances, creating, al-
tering or abolishing any municipal
department, office, or agency;

(2) Providing for a fine or other penalty or
establishing a rule or regulation in
which a fine or other penalty is im-

. posed for violations;

(3) Appropriating funds and adopting a
budget; -

(4) Granting, renewing or extending fran-
chises, licenses or rights in public
streets or public property, and closing
abandoned streets;

(6) Authorizing the borrowing of money
or the issuance of bonds;

(6) Levying taxes, assessing property for
improvements or establishing charges
for services;

(7)  Annexing areas to the town;

(8) Conveying, leasing or authorizing the
conveyance or lease of any funds of
the town; and

(9) Amending or repealing any ordinances
described in subsections (a)(1) through
(8) of this section.
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(b) In all other matters, council may act
either by ordinance or resolution, written or
oral, recorded in the minutes.

(Code 1986, § 2-46)

Sec. 2-101. Codification of ordinances.

All ordinances relating to administration,
health, safety, vehicles, streets (except fran-
chises and encroachments), traffic, railroads,
crimes and offenses, utilities, solicitations,
pollution, municipal court, and any other
ordinances or portions of ordinances of a
general and permanent nature so required by
council shall be codified and updated annu-
ally in a looseleaf code of ordinances. Stan-
dard codes, technical regulations and zoning
ordinances may be cited in the Code by
references and copies thereof shall be made
available by the town clerk for distribution or
for purchase at a reasonable price.

(Code 1986, § 2-47)

Sec. 2-102. Notice required.

Prior to the introduction of an ordinance
granting a franchise, license or right for the
use of a street or public property, or for the
permanent closing of an abandoned street,
the applicant for such an ordinance shall
publish a notice in three issues of a newspa-
per having general circulation in the town
stating the nature of the franchise, license or
right sought or a description of the street
sought to be closed, and the date on which
the application is to be presented to the town
council which shall be at least one week after
the last notice. This requirement shall not
apply to the temporary closing of a public
street initiated by town council.

(Code 1986, § 2-48)

Sec. 2-103. Form of ordinances.

Every proposed ordinance shall be intro-
duced in writing and in the form required for
final adoption which shall include:

(1) A title briefly describing the content;

(2) Findings, reasons or basis for the or-
dinance, if desired and appropriate;

(8) An enacting clause;
(4) Citation of any ordinance repealed;

(6) The provisions of the ordinance includ-
ing section numbers if the ordinance
is to be codified or amends an existing
codified ordinance;

(6) The effective date of the ordinance;

(7) The name of the person requesting
introduction of the ordinance;

(8) The approval of the town attorney as
to form and the assignment of an
ordinance number; and

(9) Space for the signatures of the mayor
or presiding member of council and
the town clerk attesting notice, if re-
quired, and adoption.

Written resolutions shall be in such similar
form as deemed appropriate by the town
attorney.

(Code 1986, § 2-49)

Sec. 2-104. Intrﬁducti_on of ordinance.

An ordinance may be proposed by any
member of council. A proposed ordinance
shall be referred to the town attorney for
approval as to form. The town attorney shall
render assistance in the preparation of no-
tices and ordinances. After an ordinance is in
proper form and required notices have been
given, the town attorney shall send the ordi-
nance to the town clerk to be held for public
inspection. An ordinance shall be deemed to
be introduced when it appears on an agenda
for a public meeting of council and its title is
read.

(Code 1986, § 2-50)

Sec. 2-105. Hearings on ordinances.

After the first reading of an ordinance and
at any time prior to its final passage, all
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persons interested therein shall be given an
opportunity to be heard. At each meeting of
the town council, prior to consideration of
pending ordinances, the presiding officer shall
inquire of those in attendance as to whether
any person interested desired to be heard to
the presiding officer.

(Code 1986, § 2-51)

Sec. 2-106. When ordinances may be
amended.

Any ordinance shall be subject to amend-

ment until the vote on final passage.
(Code 1986, § 2-52)

Sec. 2-107. Enactment of ordinances.

(a) An ordinance to levy a tax, adopt a
budget, appropriate funds, grant a franchise,
license or right to use or occupy a public
street or public property for commercial pur-
poses shall be complete in the form in which
it is finally passed, and in such form remain
on file with the town clerk for public inspec-
tion at least one week before final adoption.

(b) No ordinance shall be adopted until it
shall have been read two times and on two
separate days with at least six days between
each reading.

(¢) Emergency ordinances may be adopted
on one reading without notice or hearing by
affirmative vote of two-thirds of members
present. An emergency ordinance may not
levy taxes, relate to a franchise or a service
rate and shall expire automatically on the
61st day following enactment.

(@) After the introduction of an ordinance,
any member of council or citizen of the town
interested therein may request a public hear-
ing which may be held at any time desig-
nated by council prior to final adoption.

(e) Upon final adoption by vote of council,
an ordinance shall be signed by the mayor or
presiding member and attested to by the
clerk of the town, who shall file the original
in the council minutes.

(Code 1986, § 2-53)

Sec. 2-108. Introduction of resolutions.

A voice motion of a member of council shall
be considered to be the introduction of an oral
resolution which shall require no written
record other than a notation of the town clerk
in the council meeting. A resolution proposed
in writing shall be introduced in the same
manner as an ordinance.

(Code 1986, § 2-54)

Sec. 2-109. Recording of roll call vote.

The vote on every question shall be by roll
call and shall be recorded in the council
minutes by the town clerk.

(Code 1986, § 2-55)

Sec. 2-110. Appearances of citizens.

Any citizens of the town shall be entitled to
an appearance before council at any regular
meeting concerning any municipal matter
with the exception of personnel matters. Per-
sons desiring to speak must notify the town
clerk prior to the beginning of the meeting.
(Code 1986, § 2-56)_

Sec. 2-111. Town clerk to attend.

The town clerk shall be ex officio clerk of
the town council. The town clerk shall give
notices of meetings, post the agenda, attend
regular and special meetings and perform
such other duties as may be assigned.

(Code 1986, § 2-57)

Sec. 2-112. Agenda.

Matters to be considered by council at a
regular meeting shall be placed on a written
agenda prepared by the mayor and publicly
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posted by the town clerk by 12:00 noon of the
day preceding the meeting. Matters not on
the agenda may be considered upon request

of a member unless two members object.
(Code 1986, § 2-58)

Sec. 2-113. Town attorney to attend.

The town attorney should attend meetings
of council if requested by the council to be
present. He shall review all ordinances, res-
olutions and documents presented to the coun-
cil and give opinions upon questions or pro-
cedure, form and law to any member of
council regarding the town's business. Any
member of the council may, at any time, call
upon the town attorney for an oral or written
opinion upon any question of law as to the
conductment of the town's affairs.

(Code 1986, § 2-59)

Sec. 2-114. Docket of pending matters.

In advance of each meeting, the town clerk
shall prepare a docket showing the present
status of all matters presently pending hefore
the council.

(Code 1986, § 2-60)

Sec. 2-115. Minutes of meetings.

The town clerk shall keep the minutes of
all public meetings of council which shall be a
matter of permanent public record. At each
council meeting, the minutes of the previous
meeting shall be presented for approval. Min-
utes shall not be considered the official record
of a meeting until approved by council. Any
member of council desiring to express a posi-
tion of or on a matter voted upon by council in
the minutes may do so by presenting the
position in writing to council not later than
the next regular meeting. .
(Code 1986, § 2-61)

Sec. 2-116. Special committees.

Council may appoint a special committee
to assist in or hold a public hearing for

§ 2-196

council at any time upon any matter pending
before it. Minutes or reports of hearings held
by special committees shall be filed with the
town clerk as public records.

(Code 1986, § 2-62)

Sec. 2-117. Adoption of resolutions.

Written or oral resolutions may be adopted
on one reading unless a public hearing is set
by a majority of the members of council
present.

(Code 1986, § 2-63)

Secs. 2-118—2-147. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. CIVIL SERVICE
COMMISSION

Secs. 2-148—2-177. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. RETIREMENT SYSTEM

Sec. 2-178. Adoption.

The town, after application to the state for
inclusion of its employees in the state retire-
ment system and acceptance of the employ-
ees of the town into the retirement system for
the employees of the town, except as other-
wise provided in the Retirement Act of 1945
(S.C. Code 1976, § 9-1-10 et seq.), as amended.
(Code 1986, § 2-83)

Sec. 2-179. Officials to comply with reg-
ulations.

Officials of the town are directed to comply
with the rules and regulations of the retire-
ment board.

(Code 1986, § 2-85)

Secs. 2-180—2-196. Reserved.
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ARTICLE V. TOWN EMPLOYEES

Sec. 2-197. Appointment of members of
committees, boards and com-
missions.

With the advice of the town council, the
mayor shall appoint all committees, boards
and commissions relating to affairs of the
town government, except as otherwise pro-
vided.

(Code 1986, § 2-95)

Sec. 2-198. Administrative regulations.

Administrative regulations shall be issued
by the mayor.
(Code 1986, § 2-96)

Sec. 2-199. Administrative directives.

Administrative directives shall be issued
by department heads and approved by the
mayor.

(Code 1986, § 2-97)

Sec. 2-200. Bonds of town employees.

Except as otherwise provided, the town
council shall require suitable bonds of the
chief of police and other town employees,
conditioned for the faithful performance of
their duties, and the cost of such bonds shall
be paid by the town.

(Code 1986, § 2-98)

Sec. 2-201. Town clerk.

The town clerk shall maintain a record of
and be responsible for the preservation of
legal documents, papers and official maps
and plats that are adopted, keep the corpo-
rate seal, attest signatures, file and record
council actions, notice the appointing author-
ity of any board or commission of any vacancy
30 days prior to the expiration of the term of

office thereof, maintain election records and
do other work as required by law or assigned
by the mayor and town council,

(Code 1986, § 2-99)

Sec. 2-202. Town attorney.

It shall be the duty of the town attorney to
give his advice and direction to the town
council, mayor and administrative officers of
the town on any legal questions which may
arise in the course of the administration of
the town government and the discharge of
the duties of their respective offices; and
whenever requested to do so by the town
council or mayor, he shall give his opinion in
writing. He shall prosecute and defend all
actions, and appear in behalf of the town and
its officers in all legal proceedings to which it
or they, or any of them may be a party or
parties, or have any interest or in which its
officers may be concerned on account of their
lawful official acts for the town. He shall,
whenever so directed, advise concerning and
Supervise the drafting of any ordinance or
instrument of writing which the town coun-
cil, the mayor or any council member may
order or desire to be drawn, for submission to
the council. He shall, whenever notified to do
S0, attend the recorder's court and the meet-
ings of the council, conduct the correspon-
dence thereof on all legal subjects which it
may become necessary to investigate, and
generally be careful that the town council
and officers of the town government fall into
no errors of law in the management of the
corporate affairs of the town.

(Code 1986, § 2-100)

Sec. 2-203. Chief of police.

The chief of police shall be appointed by
the mayor. The chief of police shall be subject
to the mayor. He/she shall be responsible for
the administrative supervision of the police
department to include application and admin-
istration of funding programs/grants, acqui-

CD2:14



ADMINISTRATION

sition and repair of equipment, approving
and recording of department employees' leave,
maintenance schedules of vehicles, and other
duties as so directed by the mayor. The police
chief will serve as liaison with all other state
and local offices and departments.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 1(2-101))

Sec. 2-204. Duties of chief of police as to
police department.

The chief of police, if so qualified, shall be
the commanding officer of the police depart-
ment. He/she shall be the principal law en-
forcement officer of the town and shall en-
force within the town all provisions of state
law, this Code and other ordinances not the
primary concern of some other officer to en-
force, and he/she shall cooperate with and
assist other officers in the enforcement of
statutes and ordinances for which they are
primarily responsible. It shall be the chief of
police's duty to ensure that all departmental
rules, regulations and orders are promptly
and faithfully respected and obeyed, and when-
ever any violation thereof'is reported or comes
under personal observation, he/she shall
promptly investigate the matter and report it
to the mayor. The chief of police is authorized
to suspend from duty any member of the
department for disobedience or misconduct,
but shall immediately report such suspen-
sion, together with all facts of the case, to the
mayor. This does not revoke the mayor's
authority to suspend town employees or re-
verse any decision made by the chief of police.
(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 1(2-102))

See. 2-205. Duties of chief of the fire
department.

(a) The fire chief, if so qualified, will be
responsible for the direction of all firefight-
ing, fire prevention and fire service activities
of the town. He/she shall be responsible for
planning programs to protect life and prop-
erty within the town in the event of fire.

§ 2-207

He/she will be responsible for establishing
policies, rules, regulations and necessary pro-
grams subject to the approval of the mayor.
He/she shall assign personnel and maintain
a training program.

(b) The fire chief shall be appointed by the
mayor. The fire chief shall be subject to the
mayor. He/she shall be responsible for the
administrative supervision of the police de-
partment to include application and admin-
istration of funding programs/grants, acqui-
sition and repair of equipment, approving
and recording of department employees' leave,
maintenance schedules of vehicles, and other
duties as so directed by the mayor. The fire
chief will serve as liaison with all other state
and local offices and departments.

(c) The ranking certified firefighting of-
ficer will assume these duties if the fire chief
is not certified.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 1(2-103))

Sec. 2-206. Special police officers.

The mayor, upon any emergency or appre-
hension of riot or tumult or mob violence or
threatened violence, and during any of the
public elections, may appoint as many special
police officers as he deems necessary, pro-
vided that such special police officers shall
not be paid at a higher rate than that paid to
regular police officers at the time such ser-
vices are performed. Such special police offic-
ers are subject to the provisions of this chap-
ter and all rules and regulations of the police
department.

(Code 1986, § 2-103)

Sec. 2-207. Tax collector.

The mayor may designate the town clerk
or an employee of the finance department as
tax collector. This employee shall enforce the
collection of all executions for the payment of
delinquent taxes, assessments, penalties and
execution fees and costs for advertising, which
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shall be issued and directed to him under the
seal of the town and signed by the mayor. In
every case where it shall be necessary to offer
for sale any real or personal property levied
upon by virtue of an execution, the tax col-
lector shall proceed thereon in the same
- manner as is now provided by law for the sale
of property under execution for the enforce-
ment of state and county taxes. All sales shall
be held in front of the town hall and property
sold for such delinquency shall be subject to
lien, if any, of the state and county for taxes.
(Code 1986, § 2-106)

Secs. 2-208—2-237. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. EMERGENCY INTERIM
SUCCESSION

Sec. 2-238. Order of succession to mayor.

In the event of an attack upon the United
States or the mayor should otherwise be
unavailable, the order of succession for his/
her emergency interim successors shall be:

(1) The mayor pro tempore;

(2) The available elected members of the

town council in order of seniority, or in

- alphabetical order in case of identical
seniority; and

(3) Three citizens of the town designated
by the mayor in writing in the order
specified.

(Code 1986, § 2-126)

Sec. 2-239. Order of succession to mem-
bers of the town council.

Each member of the town council shall
designate in writing not less than three or
more than seven citizens of the town to serve
as emergency interim successors on the town
council in the order so specified. A member of

the council shall be considered unavailable
when serving as an interim successor to the
mayor.

(Code 1986, § 2-127)

Sec. 2-240. Selection of mayor pro
tempore.

The council shall, at the first meeting of
the newly constituted council after any gen-
eral election for town council, elect one of its
members as mayor pro tempore for two years.
1t shall be the duty of the mayor pro tempore
to act as mayor during the absence or disabil-
ity of the mayor or vacancy of the office.
(Code 1986, § 2-128)
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

“State law references—Municipal authority to enact ordinances for care and control of
dogs, cats, and other animals, S. C. Code 1976, § 47-3-20; municipal powers not limited by state

5-1.

5-3.
5-4.

Chapter 5
ANIMALS*

Fierce or dangerous dogs running at large de-
clared unlawful.

Destruction of dogs found at large.

Bulls, cows, calves, etc., running at large.
Unlawful to shoot, destroy, maim, etc., any
squirrel or bird.

Violations.

laws, S. C. Code 1976, § 47-3-70.
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Sec. 5-1. Fierce or dangerous dogs run-

ning at large declared unlaw-
ful.

It shall be unlawful at any time for any
fierce or dangerous dog or for any bitch while
in heat to run at large within the corporate
limits of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-8)

Sec. 5-2. Destruction of dogs found at
large.

Any dog or bitch found at large within the
corporate limits of the town, contrary to the
provisions of the preceding section, shall be
caught by a town law enforcement officer and
detained in some suitable place, and if not
redeemed as hereinafter provided within three
days, shall be killed. Provided, however, that
any dog or bitch so taken up may be re-
deemed upon payment of an amount to be
determined from time to time by ordinance.
The designated town official shall give imme-
diate notice to the owner of any dog so seized
if such owner is known and can be located,
and where not known or the owner cannot be
conveniently located, then such notice shall
be given by posting a public notice to the
effect that such dog has been seized and will
be killed unless the owner redeems it as
hereinbefore provided.

(Code 1986, § 5-9)

Sec. 5-3. Bulls, cows, calves, ete., run-
ning at large.

It shall be unlawful and is hereby declared
a nuisance for bulls, cows, calves or any kind
of cattle, horses, mules, goats and swine to
run at large at any time within the corporate
limits of the town, and any such animal
found running at large in the town contrary
to the provisions of this section shall be
impounded by the chief marshal or his assis-
tants and the owner or owners thereof shall
be notified within 12 hours where known of
such seizure and impounding of any such

animal or animals, and if such owner or
owners do not appear within 24 hours after
such notice and redeem such animal or ani-
mals by the payment to the chief marshal of
the sum, of an amount to be determined from
time to time by ordinance for each animal so
seized, together with costs of feeding, such
animal or animals shall be sold after adver-
tisement of such sale for a period of five days,
to the highest bidder, for cash, and from the
proceeds of such sale, the chief marshal, after
deducting the costs and expenses of such
seizure, impounding and sale, shall pay the
surplus, if there be any, to the owner or
persons entitled thereto.

(Code 1986, § 5-10)

Sec. 5-4. Unlawful to shoot, destroy,
maim, etc., any squirrel or bird.

It shall be unlawful to shoot, destroy, maim,
or wound any squirrel or bird within the
corporate limits of the town. The town shall
be and the same is hereby made and pro-
claimed as a squirrel and bird sanctuary.
(Code 1986, § 5-11)

Sec. 5-5. Violations.

Any person so convicted of violating any
codes within this chapter shall be subject to a
fine of not less than $100.00, nor more than
$500.00 or by imprisonment for not more
than 30 days and not less than five days.
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Chapter 8

BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS*

Article I. In General

Sec. 8-1. Technical codes adopted.
Sec. 8-2. Violations.
Secs. 8-3—8-22. Reserved.

Article II. Building Permit Fees and Restriction

Sec. 8-23. Fee required.
Sec. 8-24. License required.
Sec. 8-25. Schedule of fees.
Sec. 8-26. Minimum fees.
Secs. 8-27—8-55. Reserved.

Article ITI. Additional Requirements

Sec. 8-56. Adoption of requirements supplemental to codes.
Secs. 8-57—8-85. Reserved.

Article IV. Miscellaneous Provisions

Sec. 8-86. Conflict."
Sec. 8-87. Officials.
Sec. 8-88. License required.

*State law references—Mandatory adoption of certain nationally recognized codes, S.C.
Code 1976, § 6-9-60; codes applicable to building inspections, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-9-130;
building codes amendment procedure, S.C. Code 1976, § 8-240; qualifications for building codes
amendments, S.C. Code Reg. 8-245; local adoption of building codes, S.C. Code Reg. 8-265;
dwellings unfit for human habitation, S.C. Code 1976, § 81-15-10 et seq.; municipality may not
enforce national building code provisions regulating farm structures, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-9-
65(B); municipal responsibility to enforce barrier-free building design standards, S.C. Code
Reg. 19-400.3(B).
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Sec. 8-1. Technical codes adopted.

The following technical codes (hereinafter
called the "code(s)"), including all applicable
current and future amendments, appendices
and/or revisions as adopted by the South
Carolina Building Codes Council, are hereby
adopted by reference as though they were
copied herein fully:

(1) International Building Code 2008;
(2) International Fire Code 2003;

(3) International Plumbing Code 2003;
(4) International Mechénical Code 2003;
(5) International Fuel Gas Code 2003;

(6) International Energy Conservation
Code 2000;

(7) International Residential Code 2003;
and

(9) National Electrical Code 2002.
(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. I, § 6-1)

Sec. 8-2. Violations.

(a) Violations of the technical codes set
forth in section 8-1 shall be punished as
provided in section 1-9 of this Code.

(b) The applicable issue of the technical
codes set forth in section 8-1 shall be the
most current issue of adoption by the South
Carolina Building Codes Council as of Janu-
ary 1 of each ensuing year and as provided
under S.C. Code 1976, § 6-9-60, and including
applicable amendments, appendices and/or
revisions thereto, as adopted by the state
building codes council.

(c) Inthe event a stop work order has been
issued, performance of any type work will
result in a fine of $100.00 to a maximum of
$500.00 per day until violation is retracted.
(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. I, § 6-2)

§ 8-26
Secs. 8-3—8-22. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. BUILDING PERMIT
FEES AND RESTRICTION

Sec. 8-23. Fee required.

A fee shall be required to be paid by the
permit applicant for the issuance of building
permits and/or for inspection services which
are prescribed under applicable building codes,
and as may otherwise be prescribed by the
building official.

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. II, § 6-20)

Sec. 8-24. License required.

No building permit shall be issued and no
inspection shall be conducted unless all ap-
plicable business and/or contractors licenses
shall have first been obtained, and/or before
all prescribed permit fees shall have been
paid. :

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. II, § 6-21)

Sec. 8-25, Sched}lle of fees.

(a) The schedule of fees for issuance of
said permits shall be levied as prescribed by
the respective code which governs the tech-
nical and administrative requirements under
which the permit shall be issued, and as then
currently adopted and/or as listed under sec-
tion 8-1, and with only such exception and/or
adjustments as is specifically provided herein.

(b) Fees for issuance of building permits
shall be based on the most recent valuation
tables of issue as of January 1 of each current
year, as recommended by the International
Code Council.

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. IT, § 6-22)

Sec. 8-26. Minimum fees.

In the event that the adoption of a more
recent code shall have the effect of eliminat-
ing a permit fee schedule, the most recent
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previous fee schedule shall prevail, except as
specifically provided herein. Wherein the
schedule of fees which are provided within an
adopted code shall be less than those speci-
fied in the following subsections of this sec-
tion, those of this section shall apply:

(1) An issue and filing fee of $15.00 shall
be charged for each permit issued,
which shall be in addition to the min-
imum inspection and/or other fees, as
may be prescribed by the applicable
code and/or this schedule.

(2) The minimum fee for inspection ser-
vice shall be $25.00 and shall be ap-
plied wherein the building official shall
require the performance of such in-
spections.

(3) The minimum fee for manufactured
housing/mobile home setup permits
shall be $40.00 plus the issue and
filing fees of $15.00 as specified.

(4) Permits requiring reinspection due to:

a. Failure to post an approved and
valid permit card;

b.  Noncompliance with code require-
ments;

c. Wrong address or no address on
structure; and/or

d. Work, repairs or corrections not
completed or not otherwise ready
_ for inspection when the inspector
 arrives at inspection site will re-
quire payment of a reinspection
fee equal the minimum inspec-
tion fee, as prescribed herein, for
each occurrence of reinspection
after the first reinspection under
any single permit. The reinspec-
tion fee shall be paid before such
reinspection is performed.

(6) Permits requiring reinspection due to
violation or noncompliance with other
ordinances and/or regulation applica-
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(6)

(7)

(8

ble within this town shall require pay-
ment of a reinspection fee equal to the
minimum fee. This reinspection fee
and any such penalties and/or other
fees for violation and/or noncompli-
ance as may be prescribed by or within
the applicable ordinance and/or regu-
lation must be paid prior to reinspec-
tion.

For the purposes of this article, the
several inspections required in the
code (i.e., foundation, rough-in, final,
and/or similar) shall be considered to
be inspections and not reinspections,
wherein the results of such inspec-
tions shall have been satisfactory, and
as such are covered under the require-
ments and fees for first inspection.

Work without or prior to permit. Where
work for which a permit is required by
the code is started or proceeded prior
to obtaining said permit, the fees herein
specified shall be doubled, which shall
not relieve any persons from fully
complying with the requirements of
the code in the execution of the work
nor from any other penalties pre-
scribed herein and/or elsewhere in the
building code of the town, as adopted.

Special purpose inspections such as
courtesy and/or safety inspections, and
inspections pursuant to the issuance
of a certificate of occupancy, wherein a
permit is not otherwise required un-
der the code, shall be conducted under
permit to be issued under category
“other." Unless otherwise required un-
der other regulations, such permit may
be issued without a requirement for
contractors license and/or business li-
cense. Fee for such permit shall be
$25.00 minimum inspection fee plus
the $15.00 prescribed issue and filing
fees.



BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 8-56

(9) Noinspection shall be conducted with-
out prior issuance of a permit, unless
specifically authorized by the building
official. All permits shall be identified
by a unique permit number.

a. Wherein the work, for which the
permit number is to be issued,
involves a single construction, al-
teration or improvement project,
to be accomplished within a spe-
cific and unique time period, and
which includes work requiring
multiple permits under the sev-
eral codes, such permits shall each
be identified to the same single
unique number, and shall be-
come unique by their individual
permit type.

b.  Wherein work, for which a per-
mit number of the same code
type has previously been issued,
involves construction, alteration
or improvement work which was
not identified during the original
permit application, such.work
shall be accomplished only under
a separate and additional permit
which is identified to a different
unique number, even though the
alteration, construction, improve-
ment may be accomplished within
the same year.

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. IT, § 6-23)

Secs. 8-27—8-55. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. ADDITIONAL
REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 8-56. Adoption of requirements sup-
plemental to codes.

(a) The following requirements are adopted,
apart from and in addition to the technical
codes adopted and as set forth in this chap-
ter:

(1) Within structures which are to be

constructed with an exterior finish of
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2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

soft siding (such as vinyl siding), all
first floor walls shall be entirely
sheathed of minimum three-eighths-
inch sheathing grade plywood or equiv-
algnt substitute.

For all service entrances (S.E. cables)
for electrical services which penetrate
exterior walls of any structure, an
outside fused disconnect will be re-
quired on all services exceeding 200
amps, and for those electrical services
of 200 amps or less, in lieu of an
outside disconnect, may penetrate the
exterior wall with minimum schedule
40 conduit from the meter can to main
disconnect.

Service upgrades and those struc-
tures that have had their power off for
a period exceeding 12 months are re-
quired to meet the minimum safety
requirements of the installation of
GFCI (ground fault) circuits, smoke
detection devices, and disconnects at
mechanical (heating and air condition-
ing) equipment.

The minimum amperage circuit to be
acceptable in a dwelling shall be 20
amps to be in accordance with the
ampacity correction factors requiring

a minimum conductor size of number
12 AWG.

Cleanouts shall be located to the out-
side walls of structures where access
1s limited or obstructed by other struc-
tures or equipment (i.e., duct, etc.).

Building permits and permit fees which
are normally applicable to nonfarm
structures shall likewise be applied to
construction, alteration and/or modi-
fication of farm structures; however,
the requirements of the International
Building Code shall not otherwise be
applicable to such structure, as pro-
vided under S.C. Code 1976, tit. 6.
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(b) The building official of the town shall
be responsible to take such reasonable and
appropriate action as may be required to
enforce the requirements of subsection (a) of
this section.

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. III, § 6-30)

Secs. 8-57—8-85. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS

Sec. 8-86. Conflict.

Except as provided herein, for any matters
in said technical codes which are contrary to
existing ordinances of the town, the require-
ments of the technical codes shall prevail and
that the conflicting ordinance is herewith
repealed, solely to the extent of such conflict.
(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. IV, § 6-40)

Sec. 8-87. Officials.

Within said codes wherein reference is
made to the duties of certain officials named
therein, such designated officials in the town
having responsibilities and/or duties which
correspond to those of the named officials in
the code shall be deemed to be the responsi-
ble officials insofar as enforcing the provi-
sions of such code are concerned.

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. IV, § 6-41)

Sec. 8-88. License required.

Wherein certain building permits may be
required to be obtained pursuant to work
under the code, such building permits may
not be issued to any business or commercial
entity and/or enterprise until such applicable
business and/or technical (contractors) li-
cense has been obtained as may be required
by law or ordinance, the same being applica-
ble within the jurisdiction of the town.

(Ord. of 2-8-2000, art. IV, § 6-42)
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Chapter 11

BUSINESSES AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS*
!

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Secs.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Secs.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Secs.

*State law references—Business license fees authorized for municipalities, S.C. Code
1976, § 5-7-30; imposition or increase of license tax, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-1-315; prorating
business license taxes on establishments annexed into municipality, S.C. Code 197 6, § 5-21-60;
regulate hotels, restaurants, cafes and lunch counters for public health,
comfort and convenience, S.C. Code 1976, § 45-3-10; local permits for holding professional
sports and entertainment events, S.C. Code 1976, § 53-1-10; municipal authority concerning
cable service franchises, S.C. Code 1976, § 58-9-2210; municipal authority to grant franchises,

municipal authority to

Article I. In Genera:I

11-1. Definitions.

11-2. Business licenses required.

11-3. Licenses for each enumerated business.

11-4. Combination of businesses.

11-5. Unenumerated businesses.

11-6. Ad valorem tax independent.

11-7. Business license taxes, retail telecommunica-
tions services.

11-8. Rates, retail telecommunications services.

11-9. Apportioned interstate income not exempt.

11-10. Obligations of agreements.

11-11. Collection of current and delinquent license
taxes.

11-12—11-40. Reserved.

Article II. Administration

11-41. Application for a license; requirements.
11-42. Issuance of licenses.
11-43. Affidavit of volume of business.
11-44. Failure to apply and penalty.
11-45. Term of license.

11-46—11-63. Reserved.

Article ITII. Retention and Exhibition

11-64. Inspection of licenses.
11-65. Display of licenses.
11-66. License for one location of business.
11-67. Transfer of license.
11-68. Transfer of location.
11-69—11-94. Reserved.

S.C. Code 1978, § 5-7-30.
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Secs.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Secs.

Secs.

Sec.
Sec.

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

Article IV. Remedial Action

11-95. Failure to obtain and penalty:.

11-96. Execution and sale,

11-97. Suit to enforce tax lien.

11-98. Effect of remedy on other provisions.

11-99. Complaints and appeals.

11-100. Errors in affidavit of business volume.

11-101. Revocation of licenses.
11-102—11-130. Reserved.

Article V. Rates

11-131. Amounts owed.
11-132. Classification of new businesses.

11-133. Businesses not enumerated in schedule,

11-134. License tax schedule.
11-185—11-151. Reserved.

Article VI. Regulations and Standards

Division 1. Generally
11-152—11-170. Reserved.

Division 2. Billiards‘and Poolrooms

11-171. State license required.
11-172. Bond.

Sec. 11-173. Where state law governs.
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ARTICLE L. IN GENERAL

Seec. 11-1. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the fol-
lowing words, terms and phrases, when used
in this chapter, shall have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them in this section,
except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

' Out of town means not permanently resid-

‘ing in the town or not conducting a perma-

nent place of business in the town.
(Code 1986, § 10-1)

Sec. 11-2. Business licenses required.

(a) Every person, firm or corporation en-
gaged in or intending to engage in any trade,
business, occupation or profession hereinaf-
ter mentioned, in the town, shall on or before
June 1 of each year obtain a license therefor
in the manner hereinafter provided.

(b) Also, every person, firm or corporation
commencing or engaging in any such trade,
business or occupation in the town after
January 15, 1987, shall in like manner ob-
tain a license therefor before entering upon
or engaging in such trade, business, occupa-
tion or profession.

(Code 1986, § 10-2)

Sec. 11-3. Licenses for each enumerated
business.

For the purposes of this chapter, each
business, trade, occupation or profession sep-
arately and specifically mentioned and enu-
merated herein shall be deemed to be a
separate and distinct business, trade, occu-
pation, or profession. The payment of a li-
cense fee for a license for any business, trade,
occupation or profession so mentioned and
enumerated shall not be construed to include

or embrace the license for any other business,
trade, occupation or profession so mentioned
and enumerated, unless so specified.

(Code 1986, § 10-3)

'

Sec. 11-4. Combination of businesses.

The license fee to be imposed upon and
required of any combination of businesses,
trades, occupations or professions shall be
considered and determined by the mayor and
town council.

(Code 1986, § 10-4)

Seec. 11-5. Unenumerated businesses.

The amount to be charged as a license fee
for any business, trade, profession or occupa-
tion not specifically enumerated herein shall
be as established by the mayor and town
council, but the mayor and town council shall
have no authority to change or reduce the
license fees fixed in this chapter.

(Code 1986, § 10-5) ‘

Sec. 11-6. Ad valorem tax independent.

(a) Nothing heiein shall be construed to
relieve any person, persons, firm or corpora-
tion from the payment of the ad valorem tax
on property or any other tax or levy specifi-
cally provided for in this Code of the town.

(b). Nothing herein shall be construed to
relieve ‘any person, persons, firm or corpora-
tion from the payment of the ad valorem tax
on property or any other tax or levy specifi-
cally provided for in this Code of the town.
(Code 1986, § 10-6)

Sec. 11-7. Business license taxes, retail
telecommunications services.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions
of the business license ordinance, business
license taxes for retail telecommunications
service as defined in S.C. Code 1976, § 58-9-
2200, including but not limited to those ser-
vices described in Standard Industrial Clas-
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sification (SIC) 481 and North American
Industry Classification System (NAICS) 5133,
shall pay an annual business license fee at
the maximum rate authorized by S.C. Code
1976, § 58-9-2220, as it now provides or as
provided by its amendment. The business
license tax year shall begin on January 1 of
each year. The rate for the 2005 business
license tax year shall be the maximum rate
allowed by state law as in effect on February
1, 2005, Declining rates shall not apply.

(b) Pursuant to S.C. Code 1976, § 58-9-
2220, the business license tax for "retail
telecommunications services" shall apply to
the gross income derived from retail telecom-
munications services for the preceding calen-
dar or fiscal year which either originate or
terminate in the town and which are charged
to a service address within the town regard-
less of where these amounts are billed or paid
and on which a business license tax has not
been paid to another municipality. The mea-
surement of the amounts derived from the
retail of mobile telecommunications services
shall include only revenues from the fixed
monthly recurrmg charge of customers whose
service address is within the boundaries of
the municipality.

(¢c) For a business in operation: for less
than one year, the amount of business license
tax authorized by this section shall be com-
puted on a 12-month projected income.
(Ord. No. 1299, § 1, 12-12-1999; Ord. of
4-11-2000,8§ 1)

Sec. 11-8. Rates, retail telecommunica-
tions services.

(a) For the year 2005, the business license
tax for retail telecommunications services
shall be due on February 1, 2005, and pay-
able by February 28, 2005, without penalty.
For years after 2005, the business license tax
for retail telecommunications services shall
be due on January 1 of each year and payable
by January 31 of that year, without penalty.

(b) The delinquent penalty shall be five
percent of the tax due for each month, or
portion thereof, after the due date until paid.
(Ord. No. 1299, § 2, 12-12-1999; Ord. of
4-11-2000, § 1)

Sec. 11-9. Apportioned interstate income
not exempt.

Properly apportioned gross income from
interstate shall be included in the gross in-
come for every business subject to a business
license tax.

(Ord. No. 1299, § 3, 12-12-1999)

Sec. 11-10. Obligations of agreements.

(a) Nothing in this article shall be inter-
preted to interfere with continuing obliga-
tions of any franchise agreement or contrac-
tual agreement in the event that the franchise
contractual agreement should expire after
December 31, 2003.

(b) Fees imposed by any franchise or con-
tractual agreement with a telecommunica-
tions provider which expires prior to Decem-
ber 31, 2003, shall continue- in effect until
December 31, 2003.

(c) All fees collected under such franchise
agreement of contractual agreement shall be
in lieu of fees or taxes which might otherwise
be authorized by this article.

(Ord. No. 1299, § 4, 12-12-1999)

Sec. 11-11. Collection of current and de-
linquent license taxes.

As authorized by S.C. Code 1976, § 5-7-
300, the agreement with the Municipal Asso-
ciation of South Carolina for collection of
current and delinquent license taxes from
telecommunications companies pursuant to
S.C. Code 1976, § 58-9-2200 is approved.
(Ord. No. 1299, § 5, 12-12-1999)

Seecs. 11-12—11-40. Reserved.
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ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 11-41. Applicétion for a license; re-
quirements.

Every person, firm or corporation required
by this article to obtain the license to carry on
or engage in any trade, business, occupation
or profession shall, at the time of applying for
such license, make a statement and file the
same with the clerk of the town setting forth:
(1) his, her or its name and style, and in the
case of a firm, the name of several members
constituting the said firm; (2) the trade, busi-
ness, occupation or profession for which the
license is required; and (3) the place where
such trade, business, occupation or profes-
sion is to be conducted.

(Code 1986, § 10-7)

Sec. 11-42, Issuance of licenses.

The clerk and treasurer of the town shall
thereupon issue to such applicant the proper
license as required and provided for in this
article, the amount of said license having
first been paid when such application is made
for the licenses for a trade, business, occupa-
tion or profession, established, carried on or
engaged in at the time of such application;
provided that nothing herein contained shall
in any way affect any other requirement of
law elsewhere enacted in regard to any such

trade, business, occupation or profession.
(Code 1986, § 10-8)

Sec. 11-43. Affidavit of volume of busi-
ness.

Where the license fee provided for in this
chapter is based on volume of business or
gross income, an applicant for a license under
the provisions of this chapter shall, at the
time of filing his application, submit to the
town clerk an affidavit showing the volume of
business or gross income of the business in
the town during the preceding calendar year.

If the business is new and there are no
previous income figures on which to base a
license, then the minimum shall be paid.
(Code 1986, § 10-9)

Sec. 11-44. Failure to apply and penalty.

(a) Violation; time extension for payment.
If any person, firm or corporation shall enter
upon, engage in, exercise or carry on any
trade, business, occupation or profession for
the exercising of, engaging in, entering upon,
carrying on or doing of which a license is
hereby required without first obtaining or
taking out such license as in that behalf is
required, such person, firm or corporation
shall for each offense be subject to and liable
for a fine of not more than $100.00 or by
imprisonment for not more than 30 days and
not less than five days in the discretion of the
mayor, before whom the same shall be tried,
and each day for which or during which such
trade, business, occupation or profession shall
be engaged in, carried on or conducted with-
out the license therefor shall be deemed and
taken for a separate and distinct offense.
Provided, the council in its judgment may
extend the time for payment of the license
tax in a proper case, and upon due applica-
tion and provided further that no fractional
part of any license shall be granted. No
convictions under the provisions of this sec-
tion shall entitle any person, firm or corpora-
tion so convicted to thereafter enter upon,
engage in, carry on or conduct or exercise
such trade, business, occupation or profes-
sion without paying the license tax and ob-
taining the proper license therein required
for such trade, business, occupation or pro-
fession.

(b) All files confidential. The information
required to be submitted to the town clerk
and the amount paid by any person as a
license fee under this chapter shall be confi-
dential and shall not be divulged nor the
records revealed to any person. If any town
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employee divulges any information, except
that which his duties require him to report to
the town council, he shall be subject to dis-
missal from his employment.

(Code 1986, § 10-10)

Sec. 11-45. Term of license.

All licenses granted and issued pursuant
to and under the provisions of this article
shall continue in full force until June 1 and
hereafter until June 1 of each year, unless
revoked or cancelled, or such trade, business,
occupation or profession shall be suspended
under the provisions of this chapter, and the
clerk of the town shall prepare the form of
license to be issued in all cases, application
for all licenses hereunder and in accordance
herein being made and required to be made
only to the clerk and treasurer of the town.
(Code 1986, § 10-11; Ord. of 4-11-2000, § 1)

Secs. 11-46—11-63. Reserved.

ARTICLE HI. RETENTION AND
EXHIBITION

Sec. 11-64. Inspection of licenses.

It shall be the duty of the chief of police to
inspect and report all parties failing to take
out a license as herein required. He shall
visit each and every place of business or
inquire of any person engaged in any activity
requiring a license as many times as is nec-
essary after June 15 and ascertain and report
immediately to the mayor or the clerk any
business or person failing to take out li-
censes; and especially transients business or

profession for which a license is required.
(Code 1986, § 10-12)

See. 11-65. Display of licenses,

All persons, firms or corporations having
paid the fee and acquired the license pre-
scribed under this chapter are required to

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

exhibit the license, or a receipt thereof issued
by the town clerk in a conspicuous place in
the office or headquarters of such establish-
ment or place of business, and if no office is
maintained in the town, such persons shall
produce the license or receipt upon demand
by any police officer or authorized agent of
the town. The town or any police officer or
authorized agent of the town shall have the
right at all reasonable times to enter such
office or headquarters for the purpose of
inspecting such license or receipt. Any failure
to display, allow inspection or to produce the
license upon demand shall be a misde-
meanor.

(Code 1986, § 10-13)

Sec. 11-66. License for one location or
business.

Alicense granted under this chapter shall
not authorize the license referred to therein,
except a lawyer, physician or firm, company
or corporation specifically mentioned, to ex-
ercise or carry on any trade, business or
profession specified in such license in any
other place that mentioned in the license in
question. -
(Code 1986, § 10-14)

Sec. 11-67. Transfer of license.

Each and every -license applied for and
issued under the provisions of this article
shall be nontransferable and shall be applied
for, issued and granted with the express
understanding and condition that should such
license for any reason be revoked, annulled
or cancelled, or should such trade, business,
occupation or profession for the conducting,
carrying on or exercising of which such li-
cense may have been granted under this
article be interfered with, restrained or pro-
hibited by any authority paramount to the
town council, therein such case and event,
the town shall not be liable to the licensee or
those claiming under him, her or it or them
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for any damages arising from such revocation
or cancellation or interfering with, restraint
or prohibition of such trade, business, occu-
pation or profession, or the license therefor
granted under the provisions of this article.

(Code 1986, § 10-15) '

Sec. 11-68. Transfer of location.

Upon the removal of any business, trade,
occupation, or profession from the location at
which the business, trade, occupation, or
profession in question was authorized, the
town clerk may, by endorsement of the li-
cense in question, authorize the business,
trade, occupation or profession so removed to
be carried on at some other place, which
place of removal shall be specified in such
endorsement.

(Code 1986, § 10-16)

Secs. 11-69—11-94. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. REMEDIAL ACTION

Sec. 11-95. Failure to obtain and pen-
alty.

If any person, firm or corporation shall
carry on or engage in or conduct any trade,
business, occupation or profession for which
a license is required by this article without
first obtaining a license therefor as herein
required, the person, firm or corporation shall
be liable for the license required, and in
addition thereto shall be subject for each
offense to a penalty of 15 percent of the
amount of such license, which license and
penalty shall be recovered as herein pro-
vided; and if any person, firm or corporation
shall refuse or neglect to make out and de-
liver to the clerk on or before June 1, the
statement herein above required, the clerk
shall proceed to ascertain as nearly as possi-
ble the trade, business, occupation or profes-
sion of such person, firm or corporation, and
upon the information thus acquired, he is

hereby empowered and instructed to issue
the license therein required and prescribed to
such person, firm or corporation, having first
collected the amount of license required, to-
gether with the aforesaid penalty of 15 per-
cent of the amount herein imposed.

(Code 1986, § 10-17; Ord. of 4-11-2000, § 1)

Sec. 11-96. Execution and sale.

That if the said license tax and penalty
shall not be paid within 30 days after the
clerk's ascertainment herein provided for, the
said clerk shall issue his proper execution to
the town policeman for the collection of the
same, and the said policeman shall there-
upon and thereunder proceed to collect the
tax, license and penalty by distress and sale
or by levy and sale, in the same manner as is
now provided by law for the collection of
taxes, together with a further penalty of ten
percent of the entire amount due for which

said execution may be issued.
(Code 1986, § 10-18)

Sec. 11-97. Suit to enforce tax lien.

In lieu of the remedies herein given, suit
may be brought in the name of the town in
any court of competent jurisdiction for the
recovery of said license fee and the penalties
thereon.

(Code 1986, § 10-19)

Sec. 11-98. Effect of remedy on other pro-
visions.

The remedies provided for in this article
for the collection of such license taxes shall
not in anyway interfere with, alter, affect or
restrict any other provisions of this chapter,
or any other ordinance of the town providing
for and prescribing the punishment of offend-
ers against the ordinance or any part thereof
on account of the nonpayment of the license
taxes herein prescribed and provided for, and
hereby imposed and required.

(Code 1986, § 10-20)
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Sec. 11-99. Complaints and appeals.

If any applicant for & license shall be
dissatisfied with the decision of the town
clerk with respect to the classification of the
business for which the license is sought, or
shall contend that the classification or tax
rate is otherwise illegal, then, and in either
case, the applicant shall have the right to pay
the license fee required by the town clerk
under protest, and have the matter passed
upon by the town council by reducing his
protest to writing and filing the same with
the town clerk within ten days after paying
the license; and the town council shall, as
speedily as possible, adjust the license fee
according to law in light of all the facts and
shall make a prompt report of its findings
and conclusions to the applicant.

(Code 1986, § 10-21)

Sec. 11-100. Errors in affidavit of busi-
ness volume.

In the event it should appear to the town
clerk, from a comparison with the annual
gross sales listing of town businesses pro-
vided by the state department of revenue, or
affidavits filed with reference to similar busi-
nesses or from other sources, that there are
errors or inaccuracies in any affidavit sub-
mitted, the town clerk shall notify the appli-
cant in question that he must file proof of
such affidavit with the license committee
within three days from the date of such
notice. If such proof is not furnished within
the time specified, the license shall be re-
voked; provided that a license so revoked
may be reinstated upon the filing of a true
and correct statement and the payment of
the correct license fee and a penalty of $10.00.
(Code 1986, § 10-22)

Sec. 11-101. Revocation of licenses.

The decision of the town clerk and trea-
surer as to the classification of any business,
occupation or profession under this chapter

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

and the issuance of a license therefor shall
not be conclusive as to the town; and the
town council shall have the right at all times
to revoke any license whenever it shall ap-
pear that the license is used to carry on a
business requiring a different license under
the classifications made by this chapter, and
it shall also have the right to revoke any
license whenever in its Judgment the public
welfare makes it reasonable and necessary.
In doing so, it shall summon the licensee and
allow him to be heard upon the question of
revoking the license and shall determine the
facts with reference thereto as the council
deems proper. After revocation of a license by
town council as set forth above, a licensee
shall apply for the license required by the
town council, if any, before continuing the
business, occupation or profession.

(Code 1986, § 10-23)

Sees. 11-102—11-130. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. RATES

y

Sec. 11-181. Amounts owed.

The sums and amounts herein shall be
paid to the clerk of the town, who, upon
receipt thereof, shall grant and issue therefor
the proper license herein provided for the
trades, occupations and professions as may
be by the town council hereinafter specified
and determined.

(Code 1986, § 10-24)

Sec. 11-132. Classification of new busi-
nesses.

In the event a new business applies for a
license during any year and it appears that
said business cannot be placed properly un-
der the classifications set out in the tax
schedule, or it appears that a manifest injus-
tice is done by so classifying said business,
the town clerk is directed to investigate said
business and to place such license thereon as
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seems just; provided that such license so
granted shall be submitted to and authorized
by the town council before any business can
be done thereunder.
(Code 1986, § 10-25)

Sec. 11-133. Businesses not enumerated
in schedule.

In the event any person desires to engage
in any business, trade, occupation or calling
not enumerated in the license tax schedule,
the license tax therefor shall be fixed by the
town council.

(Code 1986, § 10-26)

Sec. 11-134. License tax schedule.

Trades, occupations, professions, agencies,
and other business operations shall pay the
business license taxes as levied in accordance
with the license tax schedule and criteria
established and revised from time to time by
ordinance. In the event a business is begun
after June 1 and there have been sales to
form the basis for showing gross receipts, the
tax charged shall be the minimum.

(Code 1986, § 10-1; Ord. of 1-31-1967, § 1;
Ord. of 4-11-2000, § 1)

Secs. 11-135—11-151. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. REGULATIONS AND
STANDARDS

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Seecs. 11-152—11-170. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. BILLIARDS AND
POOLROOMS*
Sec. 11-171. State license required.

Before any license shall be issued for the
operation of a billiard or poolroom within the

*State law reference— State license re-
quired for billiard and other tables, S.C. Code
1976, § 12-21-2730.

town, the applicant for such license shall first
be licensed by the state department of reve-
nue.

(Code 1986, § 10-28; Ord. of 1-31-1967, § 21)

Seec. 11-172. Bond.

Each and every proprietor or keeper of a
billiard or poolroom shall file a satisfactory
bond in the amount of $1,000.00 for the
purpose of guaranteeing the town good order
therein and compliance with all applicable
provisions of this Code, state law and town
ordinances, rules, and regulations.

(Code 1986, § 10-29)

Sec. 11-173. Where state law governs.

If any items listed above are governed by
state law, such amounts stated by state law
shall be charged in lieu of the amount herein
specified.

(Code 1986, § 10-30)
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Sec. 14-1. Creation.

There is established a municipal court for
the town, which shall be part of the unified
judicial system of the state, for the trial and
determination of all cases arising within its
jurisdiction.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-130)

Sec. 14-2. Jurisdiction.

The municipal court shall have jurisdiction
to try and determine all cases arising under
the ordinances of the town now in force or
which may be enacted after the adoption of
this Code. The municipal court shall also
have all such powers, duties and jurisdiction
in criminal cases made under the laws of the
state and conferred by law upon magistrates.
The municipal court shall have the power to
punish for contempt of court by imposition of
sentences up to the limits imposed by law on
municipal courts. The municipal court shall
have no power to try and determine cases
involving civil matters; provided, however,
that nothing contained within this chapter
shall preclude the prosecution of municipal
cases in any magistrate court of the county at
the direction of the town council.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-131)

Sec. 14-3. Municipal judge.

The municipal court of the town shall be
presided over by one part-time municipal
judge who shall be appointed by and serve at
the pleasure of the council. The municipal
judge shall serve for a term of one year
commencing April 1 of the year of appoint-
ment and ending March 31 of the following
year or until his successor is appointed and
qualified. Council shall determine from time
to time the compensation of the judge, pro-
vide facilities for conducting trials and hear-
ings and provide sufficient clerical and
nonjudicial support personnel to assist the
municipal judge. Before entering upon the
discharge of his duties of office, each munie-

ipal judge shall take and subscribe the oath
of office prescribed by article VI, section 5, of
the South Carolina Constitution (S.C. Const,
art. VI, § 5). Neither the municipal judge nor
any individual, who shall directly or indi-
rectly be in practice in any form with the
Judge, shall practice law in the municipal
court for the town.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-132)

Sec. 14-4. Temporary absence and va-
cancy in office of municipal
judge.

(a) In the event of the temporary absence,
sickness, or disability of the municipal judge,
the mayor shall have the option of designat-
ing the use of the existing county magistrate
court, or designating a practicing attorney or
some other person who has received training
or experience in municipal court procedure or
a municipal judge of another municipality to
hold and preside over the municipal court of
the town. Before entering upon the discharge
of the duties of acting municipal judge, the
person shall take the oath prescribed by
article VI, section 5 of the South Carolina
Constitution (S.C. Const. art. VI, § 5). The
acting municipal judge shall be compensated
at the same rate as the municipal judge.

(b) In the event of a vacancy in the office of
municipal judge, the council shall appoint a
successor in the same manner as the original
appointment for the unexpired term.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-133)

Sec. 14-5. Clerk of municipal court.

Council may appoint and fix the compen-
sation for a clerk of municipal court who shall
hold office at the pleasure of council and shall
be subject to the supervision of the municipal
judge. The clerk of municipal court shall keep
such records and make such reports as may
be determined by the state court administra-
tor and the council. Nothing in this section
shall be construed as prohibiting the council
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from appointing the town clerk, ministerial
recorder or other town employee to serve as

clerk of municipal court.
(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-134)

Sec. 14-6. Fines, alternative sentencing,
fees and penalties.

(a) Whenever the municipal judge finds a
party guilty of violating a municipal ordi-
nance or a state law within the jurisdiction of
the municipal court or the party pleads nolo
contendere, he may impose a fine or impris-
onment, or both, as provided by statute, or as
provided for in this Code.

(b) The municipal judge, in his discretion,
may suspend sentences imposed by him upon
such terms and conditions as he deems proper
including, without limitation, restitution or
public service employment.

(c) All fines and penalties collected by the
municipal court shall be forthwith turned
over on a daily basis by the clerk of municipal
court to the director of finance for deposit to
the general fund of the town.

(d) Any assessments or fees required by
law to be paid in connection with participa-
tion in any form of alternative sentencing
shall be collected and disbursed as required
by law.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-135)

Sec. 14-7. Iﬁal.

(a) The municipal judge shall speedily try
all persons charged with violations of munic-
ipal ordinances or the laws of the state within
the jurisdiction of the municipal court in a
summary manner without a jury unless jury
trial is demanded by the accused.

(b) Any person to be tried in the municipal
court may, prior to trial and in writing, de-
mand a jury trial. The jury shall be composed
of six persons drawn from the qualified elec-
tors of the town in the manner prescribed by

law. The right to a jury trial shall be deemed
to have been waived unless demand is made
by the person prior to trial.

(c) The municipal judge shall have the
same power as a magistrate to compel the
attendance of witnesses and require them to
give evidence upon the trial before them of
any person.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-136)

Sec. 14-8. Jury commissioners and du-
ties.

The council shall appoint not less than
three or more than five persons to serve as
jury commissioners for the municipal court;
provided, however, that the council may act
as jury commissioners in lieu of appointing
such commissioners. The jury commissioners
shall, within the first 30 days of each year,
prepare a box to be known as the jury box.
Such box shall contain two compartments,
designated as "A" and "B," respectively.
(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-137)

Sec. 14-9. Selection of jury; disposition
of names. =

(a) In all cases in the municipal court in
which a jury is required, a jury list shall be
selected in the following manner: A person
appointed by the municipal judge who is not
connected with the tiial of the case for either
party shall draw out of compartment "A" of
the jury box 30 names and the list of names
so drawn shall be delivered to each party or
to the attorney for each party.

(b) The names so drawn shall be placed in
a box or hat and the individual names ran-
domly drawn out one at a time until six
jurors and four alternates are selected. If for
any reason it is impossible to select sufficient
jurors and alternates from the names drawn,
names shall be randomly drawn from com-
partment "A" until sufficient jurors and al-
ternates are selected.
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(c) Each party shall have a maximum of
six preemptory challenges as the primary
jurors and four preemptory challenges as to
alternate jurors and such other challenges
for cause as the municipal judge may permit.
The parties shall exercise preemptory chal-
lenges in advance of the trial date, and only
persons selected to serve and alternates shall
be summoned for the trial.

(d) Upon the adjournment of the munici-
pal court, the clerk of municipal court shall
take the names or numbers of the jurors who
appeared and shall return these ballots or
numbers to compartment "B" of the jury box,
and the ballots or numbers corresponding to
the names of the jurors who were unable to
appear or who were excused by the municipal
judge shall be returned to compartment "A"
of the jury box. When all names or numbers
in compartment "A" have been exhausted,
the names or numbers form compartment "B"
shall be returned to compartment "A" and
thereafter juries shall continue to be drawn
therefrom. '

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-138)

Sec. 14-10. Composition of jury list.

The jury list of the town shall be composed
of all the names on the official list of qualified
electors of the town furnished by the state
election commission each year or copied from
the official voter registration list of the town.
‘Compartment "A" of the jury box shall con-
tain a separate ballot or number for each
name on the jury list. After compartment "A"
has been filled with names, the jury box shall
be locked and kept in the custody of the
municipal court.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-139)

Sec. 14-11. Compensation of juror; fail-
ure of juror to appear.

(a) Jurors serving in the municipal court
shall receive a per diem of $10.00.

(b) Any juror who, being duly summoned,
shall neglect or refuse to appear in obedience
to any summons issued by the municipal
court, and shall not within 48 hours render to
the municipal judge a sufficient reason for
his delinquency may be punished for con-
tempt.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-140)

Sec. 14-12. Recording municipal court
trials.

Any party shall have the right to have the
testimony given at a jury trial in municipal
court taken stenographically or mechanically
by a reporter; provided that nothing herein
shall operate to prevent any such party from
mechanically recording the proceedings him-
self. The requesting party shall pay the charges
of such reporter for taking and transcribing if
such testimony is recorded by a municipal
court reporter.

(Ord. of 3-9-2004, § 2-141)
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Chapter 17

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

1

Article I. In General

Sec. 17-1. Unlawful to keep or maintain within the limits
of the town any house or place of ill fame,
prostitution, etc.

Sec. 17-2. Sound or blow motor vehicle horn declared a
nuisance.

Sec. 17-3. Excessive noise from sound equipment prohib-
ited.

Sec. 17-4. Unlawful to willfully take, steal, etc., any per-
sonal property of another.

Sec. 17-5. Unlawful to knowingly buy, sell, etc., any stolen
goods or personal property.

Sec. 17-6. Unlawful to gamble within corporate limits of
town.

Secs. 17-7—17-30. Reserved.

Article II. Disorderly Conduct

Sec. 17-31. Unlawfu] to engage in any game of chance
within limits of town.

Sec. 17-32. Unlawful to create a disturbance, fight, quar-
rel, ete. -

Sec. 17-33. Drunk or grossly intoxicated on any street,
highway, etc.

Sec. 17-34. Lewd or indecent conduct, cursing, etc.

Secs. 17-35—17-58. Reserved.

Article III. Dangerous Weapons

Sec. 17-59. Unlawful to carry any pistol, razor, etc., within
corporate limits of town.

Sec. 17-60. Unlawful to shoot or discharge any firearm
within corporate limits of town.

Sec. 17-61. Unlawful to shoot or discharge air rifle, BB gun,

etc., within corporate limits of town.
Secs. 17-62—17-80. Reserved.

Article IV. Enforcement

Sec. 17-81.Hard labor sentences; discretion of judge to
make.
Sec. 17-82. Power and authority of town judge to arrest.
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Sec. 17-83. Calling upon bystanders to assist chief of police,

Sec
Sec

Sec

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

ete.

. 17-84. Unlawful to resist, assault or interfere with

chief of police.

. 17-85. Power and authority of judge to suspend sen-

tences.
. 17-86. Penalty.
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS § 17-5

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 17-1. Unlawful to keep or maintain
within the limits of the town
any house or place of ill fame,
prostitution, etc.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to keep or maintain within the limits
of the town any house or place of ill fame,
prostitution, assignation or any other disor-
derly house or place wherein or whereat
persons come together for unlawful purposes,
prostitution or assignation or for any person
or persons to reside in or be an inmate of any
such house or place as aforesaid or to assist
in any manner in keeping or maintaining the
same, through which and by which the peace,
comfort, morality and decency of the town
and community may be disturbed and endan-
gered.

(Code 1986, § 5-31)

Sec. 17-2. Sound or blow motor vehicle
bhorn declared a nuisance.

It shall be unlawful and is hereby declared
anuisance for any person or persons to sound
or blow any motor vehicle horn, whistle or
other warning signal or to cause any motor
vehicle to backfire or make other such noise,
with such frequency or in such a manner as
to disturb the peace and quiet of the town, to
the material disturbance of the inhabitants

thereof.
(Code 1986, § 5-32)

Sec. 17-3. Excessive noise from sound
equipment prohibited.

(a) N otwithstanding the above, it shall
further be unlawful for any person to play,
use, operate or permit to be played, used or
operated any radio, cassette or CD player or
any other sound amplifying device if the
sound generated is audible at a distance of 50
feet from the device producing the sound.

(b) Itisnot necessary that words of phrases
be discernible to violate this provision, and
bass reverberations are considered to be in-
cluded in the term "plainly audible."

(¢) The penalty for first violation of the
excessive noise from sound amplifying de-
vices shall be a fine of not more than $300.00.
For a second violation, the penalty shall be
not more than $1,000.00 or 30 days impris-
onment. For a third violation, the penalties
shall be the same as for a second offense and
in addition thereto, the sound amplifying
device used during the offense must be for.
feited. The sound amplifying device must be
confiscated by the arresting officer or other
law enforcement officer at the time of the
arrest for a third violation.

(d) The chief of police shall be authorized
to promulgate regulations for the confisca-
tion described herein. The sound producing
device shall be returned in the event a person
is found "not guilty" of violating the provi-
sions of this section for the third time.

(Ord. of 7-8-1997)

Sec. 17-4. Unlawful to willfully take,
steal, etc., any personal prop-
erty of another.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to willfully take, steal or carry away
any personal property of another, of less
value than $1,000.00, within the corporate
limits of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-46)

Sec. 17-5. Unlawful to knowingly buy,
sell, etc., any stolen goods or
personal property.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to knowingly buy, sell, store, receive,
conceal or have in his possession, within the
corporate limits of the town, any stolen goods
or personal property.

(Code 1986, § 5-47)

CD17:3



§ 17-6

Sec. 17-6. Unlawful to gamble within cor-
porate limits of town.

Unless otherwise allowed under state law,
it shall be unlawful for any person or persons
to publicly or privately erect, set up or expose
to be played at, drawn or thrown at, any
machine, lottery or game of chance for money
or any stake whatsoever, either by dice, cards,
lots, wheels, balls, numbers, figures, tickets
or any other mechanical or other device,
within the corporate limits of the town.
(Code 1986, § 5-56)

Secs. 17-7—17-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. DISORDERLY CONDUCT

Sec. 17-31. Unlawful to engage in any
game of chance within limits
of town.

Unless otherwise permitted under state
law, it shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to engage in any game of chance by
means of dice, cards or other devices within
the limits of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-25)

Sec. 17-32. Unlawful to create a distur-
bance, fight, quarrel, ete.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons whomsoever to create a disturbance,
to fight, or to engage in or participate in any
disorderly conduct or commit any breach of
the peace on any of the streets, highways,
lanes or alleys at or around any public place
or public gathering within the corporate lim-
its of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-26)

Sec. 17-33. Drunk or grossly intoxicated
on any street, highway, etc.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to be found drunk or grossly intoxi-
cated on any street, highway, place of amuse-

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

ment or worship or in any public place within
the limits of the town, or for any person or
persons to interrupt or disturb, by any noise,
loud talking, indecent behavior, or any other
circumstances, any audience which may be
assembled within the limits of the town for
the purpose of amusement, entertainment,
worship or for any other purpose.

(Code 1986, § 5-27)

Sec. 17-34. Lewd or indecent conduct,
cursing, ete.

Any and every person who shall appear in
a public place of the town in a state of nudity,
or who shall make any indecent exposure of
his or her person, or be guilty of any lewd
conduct, clamorous noises, obscene, indecent
or profane writing, making pictures, marks
or figures on any walls, fences, houses or
structures, or shall throw from any house or
window water, offal or any other matter of
like nature upon the sidewalks of the town
shall be arrested.
(Code 1986, § 5-30)

Sees. 17-35—17-58. Reserved.
ARTICLE III. DANGEROUS WEAPONS

Sec. 17-59. Unlawful to carry any pistol,
razor, etc., within corporate
limits of town.

Unless contrary to state law, it shall be
unlawful for any person to carry concealed
about his or her person within the corporate
limits of the town, except upon his or her own
premises, any pistol, razor, knuckles, dirk,
slingshot, ice pick, knife or any other deadly
weapon usually used for the infliction of
personal injury.

(Code 1986, § 5-48)
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OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 17-60. Unlawful to shoot or dis-
charge any firearm within
corporate limits of town.

It shall be unlawful for any person, with-
out just cause or excuse, to negligently bran-
dish, shoot or discharge any firearms within
the corporate limits of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-49)

Sec. 17-61. Unlawful to shoot or dis-
: charge air rifle, BB gun, etc.,
within corporate limits of

town.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to shoot or discharge any air rifle, BB
Gun, pellet gun, or gun or instrument of like
mechanism within the corporate limits of the
town, provided, however, that this section
shall not apply to persons discharging or
shooting said air rifle within the immediate

yard of the home where such person resides.
(Code 1986, § 5-50)

Secs. 17-62—17-80. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. ENFORCEMENT

Sec. 17-81. Hard labor sentences; discre-
tion of judge to make.

In all sentences that shall be passed by the
judge of the town where such sentences shall
be hard labor, it shall be in the discretion of
the judge to make such sentences at hard
labor to be performed on the public works of
the county or the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-57)

Sec. 17-82. Power and authority of town
judge to arrest.

The town judge shall have the power and
authority to arrest and commit to the town
jail any person or persons violating any ordi-
nance of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-58)

CD17:5

§ 17-86

Sec. 17-83. Calling upon bystanders to
assist chief of police, etc.

The chief of police, any assistant or special
marshal, or any other officer of the town by
law, empowered to make arrests, is hereby
authorized and empowered to call upon any
bystander or bystanders to assist him or
them in making an arrest, when such assis-
tance is necessary. Any person or persons
responding to such calls and aiding in such
arrest shall be as fully protected in his ac-

tions as a police officer of the town.
(Code 1986, § 5-59)

Sec. 17-84. Unlawful to resist, assault or
interfere with chief of po-
lice.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to resist, assault or interfere with
the chief of police, any assistant or special
marshal, or any other officer of the town,
empowered by law to make arrests, in the
performance of the officer's duty.

(Code 1986, § 5-60)

Sec. 17-85. Power and authority of judge
to suspend sentences.

The judge shall have the power and author-
ity, in his discretion, to suspend any sen-
tences imposed by him upon such terms and
conditions as in his judgment may be fit and
proper. .

(Code 1986, § 5-61)

Sec. 17-86. Penalty.

Any person or persons found guilty of vio-
lating the provisions of this chapter shall,
upon conviction, be fined in an amount not to
exceed $500.00 or be imprisoned for a term
not to exceed 30 days, unless otherwise stated
within a specific section.



Chapters 18, 19

RESERVED
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Chapter 20
PLANNING

Article I. In General

Secs. 20-1—20-18. Reserved.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Article II. Planning Commission

20-19. Adoption of 2002 comprehensive plan.
20-20. Planning commission established.
20-21. Membership.

20-22. Removal of members.

20-23. Organization and rules of procedure.
20-24. General powers and duties.
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PLANNING § 20-24

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Secs. 20-1—20-18. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. PLANNING
COMMISSION*

Sec. 20-19. Adoption of 2002 comprehen-
sive plan.

Pursuant to S.C. Code 1976, § 6-29-530,
the council does hereby adopt, approve and
ratify the plan.

(Ord. of 2-12-2002, § II)

Sec. 20-20. Planning commission estab-
lished.

In order to guide and accomplish a coordi-
nated and harmonious development of the
town that will, in accordance with existing
and future needs, best promote the public
health, safety, morals, order, convenience,
prosperity, and the general welfare, as well
as efficiency and economy in the process of
development, the town planning commission
is hereby created and established as autho-
rized by S.C. Code 1976, § 6-29-310 et. seq.,
and shall be organized, empowered and gov-
erned by the provisions of this article.

(Ord. of 11-9-1999, art. II, § 12-31)

Sec. 20-21. Membership.

The planning commission shall consist of
five members who shall be citizens of the
town and shall be appointed by the town
council. The terms of office of the initial
members shall be staggered so that two of the
Initial members shall have terms expiring in
two years, and the remaining initial mem-
bers shall have three-year terms. Thereafter,
each member's term shall be three years. Any
vacancy in membership shall be filled for the

*State law reference— Local planning
commission, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-29-310 et
seq.

unexpired term by the town council. Mem-
bers shall serve until their successors are
appointed and qualified. No member of the
planning commission shall be the holder of
an elected public office in the town. All mem-
bers shall serve without compensation, how-
ever, they may be reimbursed for actual ex-
penses incurred in connection with their official
duties.

(Ord. of 11-9-1999, art. II, § 12-32; Ord. of
5-13-2003)

Sec. 20-22. Removal of members.

Members of the planning commission may
be removed at any time by town council for
cause. The existence of cause shall be dis-
cussed by the council in executive session as
permitted by the Freedom of Information Act,
S.C. Code 1976, § 30-4-70(a)(1), and the de-
termination of removal shall be by vote in
public session declaring a vacancy in the
position without a statement of cause. Any
fact which, in the discretion of council, is
deemed to adversely affect the public inter-
est, including lackof attendance at meetings,
may constitute cause. -

(Ord. of 11-9-1999, art. II, § 12-33)

Sec. 20-23. Organization and rules of
procedure.

The planning commission shall elect a chair-
person and a vice chairperson from among its
members. The term of the chairperson and
other officers shall be one year with eligibil-
ity for reelection. The planning commission
shall organize and adopt rules of procedure
as required by S.C. Code 1976, § 6-29-360.
(Ord. of 11-9-1999, art. I1, § 12-34)

Sec. 20-24. General powers and duties.

(a) From and after the time the planning
commission shall have organized and se-
lected its officers and shall have adopted its
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rules of procedure, the commission shall have
all the powers, duties and responsibilities set
forth in S.C. Code 1976, § 6-29-310 et. seq.

(b) In general, the planning commission
shall have the power to:

(1) Prepare and revise periodically plans
and programs for the development
and redevelopment of its area; and

(2) Prepare and recommend for adoption
to the appropriate governing author-

implement plans which have been
prepared and adopted, including
an annual listing of priority
projects for consideration by the
governmental bodies responsible
for implementation prior to prep-
aration of their capital budget;
and

Policies or procedures to facili-
tate implementation of planning
elements.

ity or authorities as a means for im-  (Ord. of 11-9-1999, art. I, § 12-35)

plementing the plans and programs in
its area and:

a. Zoning ordinances to include zon-
ing district maps and appropri-
ate divisions thereof, as provided
for its jurisdiction;

b.  Regulations for the subdivision
or development of land and ap-
propriate revisions thereof, and
to oversee the administration of
the regulations that may be

adopted as provided through its :

Jjurisdiction;

¢.  An official map and appropriate
revision on it showing exact loca-
tion of existing or proposed pub-
lic street, highway, utility rights-
of-way, public building sites,
together with regulations to con-
trol the erection of buildings or
other structures or changes in
land use within the rights-of-
way, building sites, or open spaces
within its political jurisdiction or
a specified portion of it;

d. A landscaping ordinance setting
forth required planning, tree pres-
ervation, and other esthetic con-
siderations for land and struc-
tures;

e. A capital improvement program
setting forth projects required to
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Chapter 23

POLICE DEPARTMENT*

Sec. 23-1. Organization.

Sec. 23-2. Hiring of officers. ‘

Sec. 23-3. Salaries.

Sec. 23-4. Dual certification of public safety officers.

Sec. 23-5. Swearing in and improvement.

Sec. 23-6. Patrol of the town.

Sec. 23-7. Chain of command.

Sec. 23-8. Law enforcement officers of one municipality
aiding another municipality in certain emergen-
cies.

Sec. 23-9. Apportionment of fines prohibited.

Sec. 23-10. Other rules and regulations.

*State law references—Municipal police officers, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-7-110; municipal
authority to equip and control fire department, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-25-20.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Sec. 23-1. Organization.

(a) The police department will consist of
one chief of police, and such numbers and
ranks of officers as council may deem neces-
sary for law and order of the town.

(b) Police officers, while conducting law
enforcement activities, may be assisted by
persons participating in the reserve officer
program.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-1))

Sec. 23-2. Hiring of officers.

Announcement will be made and adver-
tised for vacancies within the department.
The applicants will be interviewed by board,
consisting of the mayor, chief of police and
police committee chairperson. All hiring will
be in compliance with federal and state laws
governing same.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-2))

Sec. 28-8. Salaries.

Salaries are established by council and are
paid biweekly by the clerk and treasurer.
(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-3))

Sec. 23-4. Dual certification of public
safety officers.

All officers of the police department will be
law enforcement certified prior to being hired,
or attend the South Carolina Criminal Jus-
tice Academy (SCCJA) and meet all the stan-
dards of the SCCJA.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-4))

Sec. 23-5. Swearing in and improvement.

The police officers shall be sworn in and
thereupon be vested with all powers and
shall be subject to all the duties conferred by
law upon law enforcement officers within the
corporate limits of the town.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-5))

§ 23-8

Seec. 23-6. Patrol of the town.

Adequate patrolling of the town will be
provided at the discretion of the mayor and
chief of police. Other municipalities may be
utilized as necessary.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-6))

Sec. 23-7. Chain of command.

All personnel of the department shall be
subject to the general and administrative
supervision and control of the chief of police
and shall perform such general acts as he/she
may from time to time require and direct,
subject to the control of the mayor. Authority
over the department in the event of absence
will be assumed by the next ranking officer.
(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-8))

Sec. 23-8. Law enforcement officers of
one municipality aiding an-
other municipality in certain
emergencies.

(a) The mayor or council, upon the request
of the governing body or mayor of any other -
incorporated municipality of the state, may
send any public safety officer or officers to
assist the law enforcement officer of such
requesting municipality in the performance
of their duties in case of emergency, and said
council or mayor may request the same. A
complete record of this request, together with
the names of the officers sent, shall be re-
corded in the minutes of the next regular or
special meeting of the council, whether offic-
ers are sent or received.

(b) When police officers are sent to an-
other municipality pursuant to this section,
the jurisdiction, authority, rights, privileges
and immunities, including coverage under
the workmen's compensation laws which they
have, shall be extended to and include the
areas in which like benefits and authorities
are or should be afforded to the officers of the
requesting municipality and the area be-
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tween the two municipalities when the of-
ficer or officers are acting within the scope of
the authority conferred by this section. When
so sent, they shall have the same authority to
make arrests and to execute criminal process
as is vested by law in the law enforcement
officers of the requesting municipality, this
section shall not extend the effect of the laws
of the town.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-9))

Sec. 23-9. Apportionment of fines pro-
hibited.

No police officer of the town shall be enti-
tled to any portion of the fines imposed for
the violation of town ordinances but shall
collect and turn over or pay over to the clerk
the full amount imposed.

(Ord. of 8-24-1999, § 2(7-10))

Sec. 23-10. Other rules and regulations.

The mayor and chief of police are empow-
ered to make such other rules and regula-
tions for the government of the public safety
department as they shall deem necessary;
provided that no such rules or regulations
shall be inconsistent with the rules made by
the council, and provided that any such rules
or regulations made by them shall be re-
ported to the council at the next regular
meeting after the making of same for ap-
proval or rejection.

(Code 1986, § 7-19)
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

26-1.
26-2.
26-3.
26-4.
26-5.

26-6.

Chapter 26

SOLID WASTE*

Depositing refuse on property of another.
Responsibility for the collection of waste.

Use of refuse receptacles.

Availability of receptacles to collection.
Nuisances unlawful; authority of mayor; duty
of landowner.

Penalties for violation.

*State law references— Solid waste management; storage, transportation and collection of
— municipal solid wastes, S.C. Code Reg. 61-107.5; full cost disclosure by local governments
concerning solid waste management, S.C. Code 1976, § 44-96-90.
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SOLID WASTE

Sec. 26-1. Depositing refuse on prop-
erty of another.

It shall be unlawful for any person to
dump, throw, drop, leave, or in any way
deposit garbage, rubbish, trash or refuse on
any property belonging to another or along
any street or property in the town except as
hereinafter prescribed in this chapter.

(Code 1986, § 4-1)

Sec. 26-2. Responsibility for the collec-
' tion of waste.

The collection, removal and disposal of all
waste from premises shall be under the ju-

risdiction and control of the town council.
(Code 1986, § 4-2)

Sec. 26-3. Use of refuse receptacles.

All garbage, rubbish and waste materials
must be placed in refuse receptacles for col-
lection. It shall be the duty and responsibility
of each owner of the premises, be it residen-
tial or commercial, to maintain his receptacle
in a manner that it will not cause a health
problem or become a nuisance.

(Code 1986, § 4-3)

Sec. 26-4. Availability of receptacles to
collection.

(a) All receptacles for residential establish-
ments shall be made available to the collec-
tors not later than 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday of
each week. Such containers shall at all times
be placed in a location easily accessible to
collectors.

(b) No boxes, cartons, paper, nonmetallic
containers or other combustible materials
will be collected by the town from any offices,
hospitals, service stations, restaurants, mer-
cantile establishments or businesses of any
nature, and such establishments shall burn
or otherwise remove same, daily, from such
premises.

§ 26-5

(c) Should such boxes, cartons, paper, non-
metallic containers or other combustible ma-
terials be burned on the premises, the same
shall be burned only in an incinerator con-
structed in accordance with the building code
of the town and such incinerator shall be
inspected and approved by the mayor or his
designee prior to the use of same.

(d) Any such incinerator shall be main-
tained by the owner of the premises on which
same is situated, and such incinerator shall
be maintained at all times in good working
condition.

(Code 1986, § 4-4)

Sec. 26-5. Nuisances unlawful; author-
ity of mayor; duty of land-
owner.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to
maintain or to permit to be maintained any
premises, including vacant lots or land, upon
which any condition exists which constitutes
a health or safety hazard, including, but not
limited to, the accumulation of dead trees,
uncut grass, weeds, undergrowth, trash, gar-
bage, debris, or any other unsightly or unsan- -
itary condition. The accumulation of such
materials on any property or premises, in-
cluding vacant lots, to the extent and such
matter as to create an unsightly, untidy, or
unsafe condition is hereby prohibited.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to
abandon any motor vehicle on any public
street or public grounds, or upon any pri-
vately owned property which is exposed to
public view. No person controlling privately
owned property shall permit any abandoned
or unsafe vehicle to remain thereupon. For
the purpose of this section, a vehicle shall be
determined to have been abandoned if the
vehicle fails to display a current license plate
within 90 days after its expiration date and is
not being used by the landowner or a vehicle
which is partially dismantled or wrecked or
incapable of self-propulsion or of being moved
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in the manner for which it was originally
intended and which remains in such condi-
tion for 60 days or more. '

(c) Whenever in the opinion of the mayor,
or his designee, a condition shall exist that
constitutes a violation of this section, it shall
be the duty of the mayor, or his designee, to
notify in writing the person or persons, firm
or corporation responsible for the violation.
Such notice shall contain a description of the
violation and shall give the person, persons,
firm, or corporation a reasonable length of
time, not less than ten days, to abate it.
Should the person, persons, firm, or corpora-
tion fail within the time given to abate any
condition as set out in this section, the mayor,
or his designee, may cause said property to
be cleaned and placed in a safe, sanitary, and
presentable condition, and the cost for such
cleaning shall be an assessment against the
property owner, and the expense together
with interest at a rate of 12 percent per
annum shall be added to the annual tax
levied and shall be collected by the town in
the same manner as the annual property tax.
In addition, the mayor shall have the author-
ity to apply for injunctive relief, mandamus,
or other appropriate proceeding to prevent,
correct, or abate any such violations.

(d) The landowner may request a variance
of these regulations in writing before council.

(e) The landowner may appeal a decision
made under this section to town council. The
appeal must be submitted in writing to the
mayor within ten days of the decision being
appealed therefrom.

(Ord. of 2-13-2001, § 1(4-5))

Sec. 26-6. Penalties for violation.

Any person violating any section of this
chapter shall, upon conviction, be fined not
more than $500.00, or imprisoned for not
more than 30 days. A violation of this chapter
shall not be considered as a continuing of-

fense, but each day that these regulations are
violated shall be a separate and distinct
offense.

(Ord. of 2-13-2001, § 3(4-6))
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Chapter 29

.. STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

29-1.
20-2.
29-3.
29-4.
29-5.
29-6.

Prohibited obstruction of streets, etc.
Encroachment upon public streets.
Littering on public property.

Defacing and damaging public property.
Damaging utility property.

Prohibited train speed.
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STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES § 29-6

Sec. 29-1. Prohibited obstruction of
streets, etc.

It shall be unlawful to place any obstruc-
tion whatsoever in or on the streets, high-
ways, or other thoroughfares of the town or
in any way render dangerous or difficult the
passage of pedestrians, vehicles or traffic of
any nature.

(Code 1986, § 5-1)

Sec. 29-2. Encroachment upon public
streets.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to erect or cause to be erected any
fence or wall that encroaches upon any street
of the town or to build any fence or wall along
the line of any street of the town before
having the line of the street laid out by the
officials of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-3)

Sec. 29-3. Littering on public property.

Any person or persons who throw or place
rags, trash, garbage or other refuse matter in
or on the streets or other public places of the
town shall, if found guilty, be fined in an
amount not to exceed $100.00 or be impris-
oned for a term not exceeding 30 days.
(Code 1986, § 5-4)

Sec. 29-4. Defacing and damaging pub-
lic property.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to cut, bruise or otherwise damage or
deface, willfully or maliciously, any growing
tree, vine or shrubbery of any kind growing
on any of the streets, sidewalks or other
thoroughfares of the town, or mutilate or
injure in any way any building, fixture or
personal property located on the streets or
public places of the town or on any real estate
owned by the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-5)

Sec. 29-5. Damaging utility property.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to willfully, maliciously or unlawfully
injure, damage or deface or in any way inter-
fere with any pole, wire, cable, fixture appli-
ance or equipment owned, operated or main-
tained by any electric power, telephone or
telegraph company within the limits of the
town.

(Code 1986, § 5-6)

Sec. 29-6. Prohibited train speed.

It shall be unlawful for any locomotive or
train to be operated across any street in the
town at a greater speed than 20 miles per
hour; provided, however, that the speed limit
shall be increased to 40 miles per hour at
those intersections where the railroad has
provided and erected functional cross arms,
or the recommended signal devices allowed.
(Code 1986, § 5-7)
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Chapters 30, 31

RESERVED
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Chapter 32

TAXATION*

Article I. In General
Secs. 3'2'-1—32-30. Reserved.

Article II. Property Tax

Sec. 32-31. Annual property tax.

Sec. 32-32. Additional tax for retirement of bonded debt.
Sec. 32-33.Due date for taxes.

Secs. 32-34—32-64. Reserved.

Article III. Delinquent Taxes

Sec. 32-65. Municipal tax lien.

Sec. 32-66. Penalties.

Sec. 32-67. Collection of taxes and penalties.

Sec. 32-68. Place of tax sales.

Sec. 32-69. Fees and charges on executions.

Sec. 32-70. Expiration of tax lien.

Sec. 32-71. Delinquent taxes on business property.
Secs. 32-72—32-100. Reserved.

Article IV. Levy, Execution and Sale of Real
Property )

Sec. 32-101. Attachment of lien.

Sec. 32-102. Specific property against which levy and ex-
ecution is made.

Sec. 32-103. Issuance of execution.

Sec. 32-104. Form of execution.

Sec. 32-105. Seizure of real property.

Sec. 32-106. Seizure and levy form.

Sec. 32-107. Publication of sale; time and date thereof,

Sec. 32-108. Sale of real property.

Sec. 32-109. Proceeds of sale.

Sec. 32-110. Redemption.

Sec. 32-111. Deeding of property purchased at tax sale.

Sec. 32-112. Property offered for sale but not sold.

*State law references—Municipal power to levy taxes on all property not otherwise
exempted by general law, S.C. Code 1976, §§ 5-7-30, 5-21-110; authority of local governments to
assess taxes and fees, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-1-300 et seq.
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RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

Sec. 32-113. Town to bid amount of taxes due and costs.
Secs. 32-114—32-144. Reserved.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Article V. Right of Real Estate Mortgages

32-145.

32-146.
32-147.
32-148.

Notice of levy to mortgagees required in cer-
tain cases.

Fee for notice.

Form of notice given to mortgage.

Notice of sale to mortgagees.

Secs. 32-149—32-179. Reserved.

Article VI. Levy and Sale of Personal Property

Sec.
Sec.
See.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

32-180.
32-181.
32-182.
32-183.
32-184.
32-185.
32-186.

Execution.

Form of execution.

Seizure of personal property.

Publication of sale; time and date thereof.
Sale of personal property.

No redemption of personal property.

Town to bid amount of taxes due and costs.
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TAXATION

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Secs. 32-1—32-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. PROPERTY TAX

Sec. 32-31. Annual property tax.

The town council may impose by ordi-
nance, a copy of which shall be posted in
three conspicuous places, at least 20 days
before the adoption thereof and setting forth
the amounts levied for the several purposes
for which levies may be made, an annual tax
on all real estate lying within the corporate
limits of the town and on all personal prop-
erty within the town, including bonds and
stocks of banks, insurance companies and
other corporations and real estate of churches
and school associations draw a revenue on
which is intended to be rented out for such
purpose, except such as is exempt from tax-
ation under the constitution and laws of this
state. The tax is imposed for the general fund
operating purposes and for debt service re-
quirements. Any change in the tax shall be by
ordinance and in accord with the above notice
requirement.

(Code 1986, § 9-1)

Sec. 32-32. Additional tax for retirement
of bonded debt.

The town council may also levy, in addition
to such annual tax, such further annual tax
as may be necessary to pay the interest on all
outstanding bonds issued by the town and to
create the necessary sinking funds for the
redemption of such bonds at their respective
maturities.

(Code 1986, § 9-2)

§ 32-65

Sec. 32-33. Due date for taxes.

The taxes hereby levied are made due and
payable to the clerk and treasurer of the
town on or before September 30 of each year
in which'such tax was levied.

(1) The prepared budget and the esti-
mated revenue for payment of same is
hereby adopted and is hereby made a
part hereof as fully as if incorporated
herein and a copy thereof is attached
hereto.

(2) The billing dates, the penalty dates
and the amount of the penalty which
shall be levied for delinquent taxes
are listed under article III of this
chapter.

(3) The chief of police shall be responsible
for the collection of delinquent taxes.

(4) The mayor and town clerk shall ad-
minister the budget and may autho-
rize the transfer of appropriated funds
within and between departments as
necessary to achieve the goals of the .
budget.

(Code 1986, § 9-3)

Secs. 32-34—32-64. Reserved.

ARTICLE IIL. DELINQUENT TAXES*

Sec. 32-65. Municipal tax lien.

All taxes levied upon any real or personal
property in the town, together with any pen-
alties, when they shall have become due,
shall constitute, until paid in full, a lien upon

*State law references— Collection of de-
linquent ad valorem taxes by municipalities,
S.C. Code 1976, § 5-7-300; alternative proce-
dure for collection of property taxes, S.C.
Code 1976, § 12-51-40 et seq.
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§ 32-65

the property upon which the tax is levied,
paramount to all other liens except that for
state and county taxes.

(Code 1986, § 9-4)

. Sec. 32-66. Penalties.

On all taxes which are hereby levied and
which are not paid on or before September 30
of the levy year, the town clerk shall add a
penalty of one percent; and on all taxes not
paid on or before November 1 the year follow-
ing levy year, there shall be added an addi-
tional penalty of one percent; and on all taxes
not paid on or before January 1 of the follow-
ing levy year, there shall be added an addi-
tional penalty of one percent; and on all taxes
which have not been paid on or before Feb-
ruary 1 of the year following levy year, there
shall be added an additional penalty of four
percent; and if such taxes are not paid on or
before February 15 of the year following levy
year, the town clerk shall issue his execution
therefor and for penalties due, against the
property of the defaulting taxpayer, accord-
ing to law.

(Code 1986, § 9-5)

Sec. 32-67. Collection of taxes and pen-
alties.

The chief of police shall be responsible for
the collection of delinquent taxes. For the
purpose of collecting such taxes and penal-
ties, the town council may endorse payment
against the property of defaulters to the
same extent, and substantially in the same
manner, as is provided by law for the collec-
tion of state and county taxes and penalties,
except that under the seal of the corporation
by the clerk thereof and directed to the chief
of police or any other officer designated by
the town council for that purpose.

(Code 1986, § 9-6)

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

Sec. 32-68. Place of tax sales.

All sales under and by virtue of any such
execution as above shall take place in front of
the town hall or other public place designated
by ordinance of the town.

(Code 1986, § 9-7)

Sec. 32-69. Fees and charges on execu-
tions.

The town clerk shall receive a sum from
the defaulter on each and every execution
issued. The chief of police shall collect from
the defaulter on each and every execution
issued. The chief of police shall collect from
the defaulter the following fees in the perfor-
mance of his duties as collector: for serving
each execution; a fee for making such execu-
tion; for advertising a sale; for making a sale,
executing a deed of conveyance, and putting
the purchaser in possession; and five percent
of the sums levied as aforesaid. In addition to
these charges, there shall be a fee for making
a sale, executing a deed of conveyance, and
putting the purchaser in possession when the
property is redeemed within the year. There
shall also be imposed, as a penalty, a charge
for mileage on all tax executions on hand
with the chief of police. All such fees, sums
and charges shall be as determined from time
to time by ordinance.

(Code 1986, § 9-8)

Sec. 32-70, Expirafion of tax lien.

Municipal tax liens shall be conclusively
presumed paid after three years from the last
date that such taxes could be paid without
penalty.

(Code 1986, § 9-9)

Sec. 32-71. Delinquent taxes on busi-
ness property.

In the case of a default in the payment of
municipal taxes on real estate or personal
property used in a trade of business, the town
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will not issue a license to operate the busi-
ness until such taxes are paid. This action
shall be taken in lieu of the levy and sale
described hereinafter.

(Code 1986, § 9-10)

Secs. 32-72—32-100. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. LEVY, EXECUTION AND
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

Sec. 32-101. Attachment of lien.

The lien constituted of municipal taxes
levied and penalties shall attach after the
last day of the penalty period.

(Code 1986, § 9-11)

See. 32-102. Specific property against
which levy and execution is
made.

The levy and execution should be' made
against the particular property on which the
taxes are in default instead of levying against
the personal property of an owner to satisfy a
tax due on the real estate of that owner.
(Code 1986, § 9-12)

Sec. 32-103. Issuance of execution.

Upon the expiration of the time allowed for
payment of taxes in any year, the town clerk
shall issue, under the corporate seal of the
town, a warrant or execution in duplicate
against each defaulting taxpayer in the town.
The town clerk shall direct the same to the
chief of police who shall levy such execution
by distress and sale of so much of the default-
ing taxpayer's estate, real, personal or both,
against which the taxes are levied and the
amount of the taxes due.

(Code 1986, § 9-13)

§ 32-104

Sec. 32-104. Form of execution.

, Town Clerk and Treasurer
of the Town of Ridgeville to
Chief of Police of the Town of Ridgeville.

WHEREAS, has
been duly assessed the sum of
dollars for defraying the charges of the Town
taxes for the year beginning January 1,20 |
and ending December 31, 20, as follows,
to-wit:

]

(description of property taxes) amount

which has neglected to pay.
These are, therefore, in the name of the town,
strictly to charge and command you to seize
and sell the above described property and if,
the property above described cannot be found
or is not sufficient to pay the above taxes
then by distress and sale of such additional
property of the said , the sum
of dollars, together taxpayer

dollars, the charges hereof, and
for so doing shall this be your sufficient
warrant.

GIVEN under~-my Hand and seal this
day of - , AD.,

20

Town Clerk and Treasurer of the
Town of Ridgeville, S. C.

CERTIFICATION

I, , did on the
day of , 20 ,
seize and take exclusive possession of the
property described in the above execution of
the Town of Ridgeville, Dorchester County,
South Carolina, in accordance with directive
of said execution. And did give the owner of
said property notice of the seizure, by deliv-
ery to him a copy of the tax levy by forward-
ing to him a copy of the tax levy by registered
mail, by publicly displaying upon the prop-
erty a copy of the tax levy.
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§ 32-104

Date:
Police Officer of the Town of
Ridgeville, S. C.

CERTIFICATE

, did on the

day of , 20 ,
sell at public auction the property described
in the above execution to  (Purchaser) for
the amount of $

(Code 1986, § 9-14)

L

Sec. 32-105. Seizure of real property.

After the warrant or execution has been
issued by the town clerk and treasurer, the
chief of police shall complete, in duplicate, a
seizure and levy form as illustrated in this
chapter which describes the property seized
real estate, show the tax execution to the
owner, deliver to him a copy of the levy, and
inform him that the property is in the exclu-
sive possession of the town. In the event that
the owner cannot be located, the levy form
shall be tacked upon the front entrance of a
building located on the real estate, or, if there
are no buildings, the notice shall be tacked to
a stake in such fashion as to give adequate
notice of seizure. The police officer seizing
the property shall complete the first certifi-
cation on the execution form as illustrated in
this chapter.

(Code 1986, § 9-15)

Sec. 32-106. Seizure and levy form.
NOTICE OF TAX LEVY AND SEIZURE

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COUNTY
OF DORCHESTER, TOWN OF RIDGEVILLE
, take notice that I have this
day, by virtue of the authority vested in the
Town of Ridgeville by the Code of Laws of
South Carolina, upon your default in the
payment of property taxes for the year

— )

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

levied on and seized all personal property,
chattels, moneys, and real estate belonging
to you, to wit:

(list the specific property levied upon)

Said personal property, chattels, moneys
and real estate being held and situated in
Ridgeville, South Carolina. Said property is
and shall forever be hereafter in the sole
possession of the Town or Ridgeville and the
sale or taking away by any person is prohib-
ited.

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal this
day of , 20

Chief of Police

Town of Ridgeville, S.C.
(Code 1986, § 9-16)

Sec. 32-107. Publication of sale; time and
date thereof.

The town shall publish in three consecu-
tive issues of the local newspaper a list of the
property seized, the owners of the property
and a statement that the tax sale will be held
at 10:00 a.m. on the second Monday in April.
(Code 1986, § 9-17)

Sec. 32-108. Sale of real property.

The property shall be sold in front of the
town hall, by auction, on the second Monday
in April for cash to the highest bidder. At the
time the property is sold, the certification at
the bottom of the execution form, as illus-
trated in this chapter, shall be completed.
The chief of police shall give the purchaser a
receipt for the purchase money and attach a
duplicate of the execution on which the chief
of police shall endorse that the property was
sold to the named purchaser. The duplicate
receipt and proceeds of the sale shall be
delivered to the town clerk.

(Code 1986, § 9-18)
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Sec. 32-109. Proceeds of sale.

The town clerk shall apply the proceeds of
a tax sale or real estate to the taxes outstand-
ing along with fees and penalties incurred in
the sale. Any remaining sum will be held by
the clerk for application to any lien or mort-
gage recorded in the clerk of court's office in
their order or preference. However, none of
the proceeds will be applied to a lien or
mortgage unless the clerk is directed by a
circuit court or by the owner of the taxed
property in writing to do so.
(Code 1986, § 9-19)

Sec. 32-110. Redemption.

The owner of the property sold at a tax
sale, any purchaser of such property from the
owner, or any mortgage or judgment creditor
may within 12 months from the day of such
sale redeem the property by paying to the
town clerk and treasurer the taxes, cost and
expenses of the sale, together with eight
percent interest and all taxes paid by the
bidder. This shall revoke and cancel the bid
by the purchaser, and the owner or purchaser
from the owner shall remain in possession. If
the property is redeemed by a mortgage or
judgment creditor, the amount paid in re-
demption shall be added to the amount of the
mortgage or judgment.

(Code 1986, § 9-20)

Sec. 32-111. Deeding of property pur-
chased at tax sale.

The chief of police will not make a deed to
a purchaser at a tax sale until 12 months
after the sale upon failure of the defaulting
taxpayer or other interested person to re-
deem the land sold. Prior to delivery of the
deed and putting the purchaser in posses-
sion, the chief of police will collect all fees
incident to the recording of the deed.
(Code 1986, § 9-21)

§ 32-145

Sec. 32-112. Property offered for sale but
not sold.

Any real property levied upon and offered
for sale, but not purchased at the tax sale,
shall be retained by the town for an addi-
tional year, the accruing taxes to be added to
those in default, and the property offered for
sale at the next yearly tax sale; provided that
the property may be sold at any time after
the first tax sale at a price agreed upon by
the town council. If after two years the real
property is not sold, the town should levy
against other personal property of the default-
ing taxpayer and sell it at public auction for a
sufficient amount to pay the taxes, at which
time the real property shall be returned to
the taxpayer.

(Code 1986, § 9-22)

Sec. 32-113. Town to bid amount of taxes
due and costs.

If, in a tax sale of real estate by the town,
there is no bond for as much as the tax and
costs then due on the delinquent tax execu-
tion, the town clerk, on behalf of the town,
shall bid in the amount of the delinquent tax
and accrued costs.

(Code 1986, § 9-23)

Secs. 32-114—32-144. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. RIGHT OF REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGES

Sec. 32-145. Notice of levy to mortgag-
ees required in certain
cases.

Whenever the chief of police levies upon
real estate for taxes, he shall before advertis-
ing the property for sale give 20 days notice
of the levy to the owners of each mortgage
contained on a list filed with him. Requests
for such notice shall be made to the clerk of
the town, and the clerk shall transmit a list
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§ 32-145

of the request to the chief of police for filing.
The 20-day period shall begin to run from
such time as the notice is personally deliv-
ered or from the date of mailing if delivered
by certified mail. The notice shall contain a
description of the land levied upon, the name
of the owner thereof, the year or years for
which the taxes were assessed, and a state-
ment thereof with the accrued cost. A return
receipt shall be requested at the address
given on the above-mentioned list on delivery
of the notice. The rights, interest, and secu-
rity of a mortgage are not affected by a tax
sale and deed of conveyance pursuant thereto
unless the foregoing stipulations are met.
(Code 1986, § 9-24)

Sec. 32-146. Fee for notice.

The chief of police or other designated
officials shall receive a sum of $25.00 for
personally delivering notice as provided in
this chapter and shall receive a sum of $5.00
for delivery of such notice by certified mail.
These fees, along with other expenses in-
curred in giving notice, are to be paid by the
mortgage receiving such notice.

(Code 1986, § 9-25)

Sec. 32-147. Form of notice given to
mortgage.

DELINQUENT TAXES

CHIEF OF POLICE TO OWNER
- OF MORTGAGE

Notice is hereby given to
as the owner of a
certain mortgage recorded in the Office of the
Clerk of Court in Mortgage Book
at page of the
County of Dorchester, State of South Caro-
lina, that there are now due and unpaid taxes
for the year 20 amount to $

with accrued cost of $ , for which a

tax execution has been issued and levy made

RIDGEVILLE TOWN CODE

upon the following described land owned by
embraced within said
mortgage and that said land will be adver-
tised for sale unless such taxes are paid
within twenty (20) days from delivery here.

(Description of land levied upon)

Chief of Police
Town of Ridgeville, S. C.

Date:
(Code 1986, § 9-26)

Sec. 32-148. Notice of sale to mortgag-
ees.

When real estate is sold for taxes by the
town, the chief of police shall give not less
than 30 days notice of the sale to any mort-
gagee or assignee of any mortgage of record
within ten years of such seizer as interested
in such real estate in order that such mort-
gagee or assignee may have opportunity to
redeem such real estate as provided for the
owner in this chapter. The notice shall be
either served on the mortgagee or assignee
personally or sent by certified mail to the
mortgagee's last known post office address. If
the whereabouts of the mortgagee or as-
signee is known, the notice may be given by
publication upon petition and order as is
required for service of summons by publica-
tion in civil actions; and the cost of notice in
this matter shall be paid in advance of the
publication by the purchaser of the tax sale.
(Code 1986, § 9-27)

Secs. 32-149—32-179. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. LEVY AND SALE OF
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Sec. 32-180. Execution.

Immediately upon the expiration of the
time allowed for taxes in any year, the town
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clerk shall issue under the corporate seal of
the town a warrant or execution in duplicate
against each defaulting taxpayer in the town.
The town clerk shall direct the same to the
chief of police who shall levy such execution
by distress and sale of so inuch the defaulting
taxpayer's estate, real, personal or both,
against which the taxes are levied and the

amount of the taxes due.
(Code 1986, § 9-28)

See. 32-181. Form of execution.

The form of execution used in the levy and
sale of personal property shall be as illus-
trated in this chapter.

(Code 1986, § 9-29)

Sec. 32-182. Seizure of personal prop-
erty.

The chief of police shall complete, in dupli-
cate, a seizure and levy form as illustrated in
this chapter and serve it personal upon the
owner. If the property has been sold or trans-
ferred subject to the tax lien, a copy of the
Notice of Tax Levy and Seizure should be
sent to the purchaser or transferee. In the
event that the delinquent taxpayer or owner
is absent and cannot be found, then service of
such notice upon the agent, tenant, servant,
or employee of such delinquent taxpayer or
owner or other person in the custody, posses-
sion or control of it shall be sufficient. If the
owner or taxpayer cannot be found and there
is no person in the custody, possession or
control of it, service shall be made by posting
the Notice of Tax Levy and Seizure on the
building or at the place where the personal
property is located. After the service has been
made, the town shall take exclusive posses-
sion of the property, and the police officer
seizing the property shall deliver it to the
town impounding lot. The officer shall then
complete the first certification on the execu-
tion form in this chapter.

(Code 1986, § 9-30)

§ 32-186

Sec. 32-183. Publication of sale; time and
date thereof.

The chief of police shall advertise the per-
sonal property in the local newspaper for two
consecutive weeks and shall sell it to the
highest bidder at public auction on the sec-
ond Monday in April unless the taxes on the

property are sooner paid.
(Code 1986, § 9-31)

Sec. 32-184. Sale of personal property.

The property shall be sold to the highest
bidder for cash at public auction held on the
second Monday in April and within the usual
hours for public sale. Upon payment of the
purchaser and give him a receipt for the
purchase money paid, along with a copy of
the execution form after certifying on the
bottom thereof that the personal property
has been sold to the named purchaser for the
stated price. After this has been done, the
duplicate purchase money receipt, the origi-
nal execution form, and the purchase money
shall be delivered to the town recorder.
(Code 1986, § 9-32)

Sec. 32-185. No redemption of personal
property.

It is hereby ordained that there shall be no
provisions for the redemption of personal
property sold at a tax sale. The title to such
property shall pass to the purchaser at the
time of the sale, and the town clerk and
treasurer shall immediately deposit the
amount of the purchase money sufficient to
pay the taxes in default and cost of the sale
and forward the excess amount to the previ-

ous owner of the personal property sold.
(Code 1986, § 9-33)

Sec. 32-186. Town to bid amount of taxes
due and costs.

If, in a tax sale of personal property by the
town, there is no bid for as much as the tax
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and costs then due on the delinquent tax
execution, the town clerk, on behalf of the
town, shall bid in the amount of the delin-
quent tax and accrued costs. If no other bid is
received higher than the one made by the
town clerk and treasurer, the property shall
be deemed the absolute property of the town
and may be disposed of by private sale or
otherwise at the discretion of the town coun-
cil.

(Code 1986, § 9-34)
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Chapters 33, 34

RESERVED
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Chapter 35
TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES

Article I. In General
Secs. 35 1—35-18. Reserved.

Article II. Traffic Violations

Division 1. Generally

Sec. 35-19. Unlawful speeding in excess of 30 miles per
hour on street, highway, etc.

Sec. 35-20. Recklessly operating motor vehicles, bicycles,
wagomns, etc., on or over streets or thoroughfares
of town.

Sec. 35-21. Unlawful to operate any motor vehicle, bicycle,
etc., on or into intersections of streets or high-
ways. .

Sec. 35-22. Unlawful to operate vehicles on streets or thor-
oughfares while intoxicated.

Sec. 35-23. Possession of valid driver's license while oper-
ating, driving, etc., on any streets, highways,
etc.

Sec. 35-24. Requiremient of four-wheeled and two-wheeled
motor vehicles.

Sec. 35-25. Intention of stealing a ride unlawful

Sec. 35-26. Careless driving or riding unlawful.

Secs. 35-27—35-55. Reserved.

Division 2. Parking
Sec. 35-56. Definitions.

Sec. 35-57. Parking prohibited, no parkmg zones and streets.
Sec. 35-58. Parking prohibited in specified places, excep-
tions.

Sec. 35-59. Miscellaneous parking provisions.
Sec. 35-60. Penalty.
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TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES § 35-24

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL

Secs. 35-1—35-18. 'Reserved.

ARTICLE II. TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS*

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 35-19. Unlawful speeding in excess
of 30 miles per hour on street,
highway, ete.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to operate or drive any motor vehicle
over or along any street, highway or thor-
oughfare of the town at a greater rate of
speed than 30 miles per hour.

(Code 1986, § 5-12)

Sec. 35-20. Recklessly operating motor
vehicles, bicycles, wagons,
ete.,, on or over streets or
thoroughfares of town.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons, recklessly, with unusual rapidity, or
with willful or wanton disregard for the safety
of persons or property, to ride, drive or oper-
ate any motor vehicle, bicycle, wagon, cart or
any other kind of vehicle on or over the
streets or other thoroughfares of the town, or
to ride, drive or operate any vehicle of any
kind on or along the sidewalks of the town.
(Code 1986, § 5-13)

Sec. 35-21. Unlawful to operate any mo-
tor vehicle, bicycle, etc., on
or into intersections of
streets or highways.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons to ride, drive or operate any motor
vehicle, bicycle, wagon or cart on or into any

*State law reference—Powers of local
authorities concerning traffic laws, S.C. Code
1976, § 56-5-710.

intersection of any streets or highways in the
town where the state highway department
has erected stop signs, without at first com-
ing to a complete stop before entering such
street, highway or intersection.

(Code 1986, § 5-14)

Sec. 35-22. Unlawful to operate vehicles
on streets or thoroughfares
while intoxicated.

It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate, ride or drive any vehicle on the
streets or thoroughfares of the town while
under the influence of intoxicating liquors or
narcotics.

(Code 1986, § 5-15)

Sec. 35-23. Possession of valid driver's
license while operating, driv-
ing, etc., on any streets, high-
ways, ete.

It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate, drive or ride a motor vehicle of any
description, farm implements excepted, over
or on any of the streets, highways or thor-
oughfares of the town without having in his
or her possession at the time a valid driver's
license issued by the state highway depart-
ment, or of another state if he or she be a
nonresident of the state, and any person
when requested by law enforcement person-
nel will exhibit his or her driver's license.
(Code 1986, § 5-16)

Sec. 35-24. Requirement of four-wheeled
and two-wheeled motor vehi-
cles.

Every four-wheeled motor vehicle while in
use on any of the streets, highways or thor-
oughfares of the town shall be equipped with
good and sufficient brakes, in operating con-
dition, and also with a horn or other suitable
warning device in operating condition and
shall, during the period from one half hour
after sunset to one half hour before sunrise,
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display two white lights, visible within a
reasonable distance in the direction towards
which the vehicle is proceeding and a red
light on the rear of the vehicle, visible for a
reasonable distance to persons traveling be-
hind such vehicle; and a two-wheeled- motor
vehicle shall be equipped as hereinbefore set
forth, with the exception that it shall only be
necessary for such two-wheeled vehicle to
display one white light on the front of such
vehicle.

(Code 1986, § 5-17)

Sec. 35-25. Intention of stealing a ride
unlawful.

It shall be unlawful for any person or
persons with the intention of stealing a ride
thereon to jump on or board, or for any
person in sport or play to jump on or off,
while in motion or stationary, or for any
person unauthorized and without authority
of law, to ride on any passenger or freight
train, coach, car or engine, within the limits
of the town, or any automobile, truck or like
machine, or for any person who is not a
passenger employee or licensee, to obstruct
with his person, without authority of law, the
platform of any passenger coach within the
limits of the town.

(Code 1986, § 5-18)

Sec. 35-26. Careless driving or riding un-
lawful.

It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate any vehicle without care and caution
and full regard for the safety of persons and
property. Any person in violation shall be
guilty of careless driving or riding. The oper-
ation of any vehicle when the same or any of
its appliances is not in proper or safe condi-
tion shall be unlawful and may be a lesser

included offense of reckless driving.
(Code 1986, § 5-19)

Sees. 85-27—35-55. Reserved.
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DIVISION 2. PARKING*

Sec. 35-56. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases,
when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section,
except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

Operator means and includes every person
who shall operate, drive or be in control of
any vehicle upon any street.

Park means the standing of a vehicle,
whether occupied or not, otherwise than tem-
porarily for the purpose of and while actually
engaged in loading or unloading.

Vehicle means and includes any device in,
upon or by which any person or property is or
may be transported upon a highway. A bicy-
cle, motor bicycle and motorcycle shall be
termed a vehicle.

(Ord. of 5-9-2000, § 5-20)

Sec. 35-57. Parking prohibited, no park-
ing zones and streets.

(a) The council may create, add to, change
or eliminate any no parking zone by resolu-
tion.

(b) No person shall cause, allow or permit
any vehicle registered in his name or any
vehicle controlled or operated by him to park
within a no parking zone, except a service
vehicle operator actively engaged in his du-
ties.

*State law references—Local authority
to regulate standing or parking of vehicles,
S.C. Code 1976 § 56-5-710(1); municipalities
with marked parking spaces must designate
spaces for disabled persons, S.C. Code 1976,
§ 56-3-1965.
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(c) The provisions of this section shall not
be enforced on any street until that street has
been posted with signs as required by S.C.
Code 1976, § 56-5-720.

(Ord. of 5-9-2000, § 5-21)

Sec. 35-58. Parking prohibited in speci-
fied places, exceptions.

Except when necessary to avoid conflict
with other traffic, or in compliance with law
or the directions of a police officer or official
traffic control device, no person shall:

(1) Park a vehicle:

a. On the roadway side of any vehi-
cle stopped or parked at the edge
or curb of a street;

On a sidewalk;
Within an intersection;

On a crosswalk;

© oo o

Alongside or opposite any street
excavation or obstruction when
stopping, standing or parking
would obstruct traffic;

f. On the side of any road reserved
for oncoming traffic; or

g. At any place where official traffic
control devices prohibit stopping.

(2) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or
not, except momentarily to pick up or
discharge passengers:

a. In front of a public or private
driveway;

b.  Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant;

c. Within 20 feet of a crosswalk at
an intersection;

d. Within 20 feet of the driveway
entrance to any fire station and
on the side of a street opposite
any fire station within 75 feet of
the entrance when properly
signposted; or

e. At any place where official traffic
control devices prohibit standing.

(8) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or
not, except temporarily for the pur-
pose of and while actually engaged in
loading or unloading property or pas-
sengers:

a. At any place where official traffic
control devices prohibit parking;

b.  For the purpose of displaying the
vehicle for sale upon any street,
right-of-way or shoulder.

(Ord. of 5-9-2000, § 5-22)

Sec. 35-59. Miscellaneous parking pro-
visions.

(a) Unattended motor vehicles. No person
driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall
permit it to stand unattended without first
stopping the engine, locking the ignition and
removing the key, and when standing upon
any perceptible grade, without effectively set-
ting the brake thereon and turning the front
wheels to the curb or side of the highway.

(b) Stopping for school bus. Any person
operating a motor vehicle is required to stop
the same when approaching a school bus
from either direction at a time when the
school bus is stopped to take on or discharge
passengers.

(c) Illegal parking. No person shall allow
or permit any vehicle registered in his name
to stand or park in any street in the town in
violation of this division.

(d) Parking or driving on sidewalks. No
person shall drive, operate or park a motor-
1zed vehicle of any type upon a sidewalk area
within the town, except where such sidewalk
crosses a permanent or temporary driveway
or public street. This section shall not apply
to legally handicapped persons operating mo-
torized wheelchairs.
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(e) Commercial vehicles. The parking of
commercial vehicles upon.any street, right-
of-way, or shoulder thereof, for a period of
time exceeding two hours, except in emer-
gency situations or for such length of time as
may be necessary for the pickup, loading,
unloading or delivery of materials and/or
passengers is prohibited. This prohibition
shall be enforced by complaint of town coun-
cil or its designated representative, by com-
plaint from a civic or homeowners association
representing a subdivision in which such
violation is alleged to have occurred, or by
complaint of at least three residents living
within 1,000 feet of the alleged prohibited
conduct.

(1) The intent of this subsection is to:

a. Eliminate the visual blight cre-
ated by large commercial vehi-
cles being indiscriminately parked
in residential areas for long peri-
ods of time.

b.  Minimize physical damage to pub-
licly maintained rights-of-way.

¢.  Reduce traffic congestion.

Protect children from traffic inju-
ries.

(2) For the purposes of this subsection,
commercial vehicle is defined as:

a. Avehicle the tare weight of which
exceeds five tons (10,000 lbs.);

b. A vehicle having more than two
axles;

¢.  Avehicle greater than eight feet
in height;

d. Construction equipment and farm-
ing equipment of any type; or

e. Any portion of a commercial ve-
hicle as set forth (e)(2)a—e above,
including but not limited to a
trailer which has been discon-
nected from the vehicle.
(Ord. of 5-9-2000, § 5-23)

Sec. 35-60. Penalty.

Any person or persons found guilty of vio-
lating the provisions of this chapter shall,
upon conviction, be fined in such an amount
not to exceed $500.00 or be imprisoned for a
term not to exceed 30 days, unless otherwise
stated within a specific section.
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Chapter 38

UTILITIES*

Sec. 88-1. Waterworks and sewer system of the town.
Sec. 38-2. Interference with property of utilities.
Sec. 38-3. Unauthorized connections; requirements.
Sec. 38-4. Excavations.

Sec. 38-5. Damaging or interfering with pipelines.
Sec. 38-6. Right of entry for inspection.

Sec. 38-7. Fees.

Sec. 38-8. Failure to pay fees.

Sec. 38-9. Operations and control.

Sec. 38-10. Connection charge.

Sec. 38-11. Records.

“State law references—Municipal utilities generally, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-31-610; munici-
pality may purchase or construct utility systems and plants, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-21-50; "system"
defined, S.C. Code 1976, § 6-21-40; authority to establish municipal sewerage system, S.C. Code
1976, § 5-31-810; authority to enact relevant ordinances concerning sewerage system, S.C. Code
1976, § 5-31-900; town councils with powers of commissioners of public works, S.C. Code 1976,
§ 5-1-230; enumerated municipal powers regarding schedule of sewer service and connection
fees, S.C. Code 1976, § 5-31-2030; state primary drinking water regulations, S.C. Code Reg.
61-58; development of subdivision water supply, sewage treatment and disposal systems, S.C.
Code Reg. 61-57; individual sewage treatment and disposal systems, S.C. Code Reg. 61-56;
authority for local drought response ordinances, S.C. Code 1976, § 49-23-90.

Federal law references—Local delegated pretreatment programs must effectively control
and document wastewater discharge from certain industrial users to publicly owned treatment
works, 40 CFR 403.8(f)(1)(iii); general pretreatment regulations, 40 CFR 403.1 et seq.;
categorical pretreatment regulations, 40 CFR 401.10—471.105.
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Sec. 38-1. Waterworks and sewer sys-
tem of the town.

(a) Pursuant to the order of the town coun-
cil, the water and sewer systems of the town
shall be combined in one system to be known
as the water and sewer system of the town,
herein after called the system. Said system is
to be operated on a fiscal year beginning July
1 and ending June 30. The system will have
the authority to conduct all business concern-
ing the water distribution, sewage collection,
disposal and all other factors concerning the
water and sewage operation of the town.

(b) The town council shall, prior to June
30 each year, prepare an operating budget for
the system for the ensuring fiscal year, cov-
ering prospective revenues and receipts, op-
eration and maintenance expenses, and de-
posits made to the gross revenue fund for
debt service, operation and maintenance, de-
preciation and contingencies. A copy of said
report to be forwarded to the Federal Hous-
ing Administration (FHA) or other bondhold-
ers. )
(Code 1986, § 8-1)

Sec. 38-2. Interference with property of
utilities.

It shall be unlawful for any person to turn,
remove, raise or in any manner tamper with
any cover of any manhole, filter, bed, pole,
wire, equipment or other appurtenance of
any public utility without a written permit
from the proper authority, and no person
except those engaged by the proper authority
shall enter any public sewer without a spe-
cial written permit.

(Code 1986, § 8-2)

Sec. 38-3. Unauthorized connections; re-
quirements.

(a) It shall be required that every resi-
dence, building, mobile home, apartment or
any type of dwelling or business pay separate

§ 38-5

tap-in fees and meter installments. Such fees
shall be paid at the clerk's office at town hall
before installation shall be effected.

(b) It shall be a violation of this chapter
for the owner or occupant of any residence or
other building or mobile home to install such
connections with failure to pay such fees.

(¢) Every building which is located within
300 feet of any water or sewer main operated
and maintained by the town shall be con-
nected thereto and shall utilize the same for
water supply and wastewater disposal. Said
connection shall be made within 90 days
following the occasion when the sewerage
system has been completed and put into
operation in the case of buildings in existence
on such occasion. In the case of new buildings
constructed or completed following the occa-
sion: when the sewerage system is put into
operation, the connection shall be made prior
to the occupancy of such new building.

(d) It shall further be a violation for any
person, either within the town or without, to
obstruct, damage, or injure any pipe, ditch,
drain, filter, beds, poles, equipment, or other
appurtenance of any utility, telephone, water-
works, sewerage or drainage of the town.
(Code 1986, § 8-3)

Sec. 38-4. Excavations.

All ditches or trenches opened for the pur-
pose of laying pipes for connection with water
or sewer mains, whether on private premises
or across streets or sidewalks, shall be care-
fully and compactly closed and filled after the
pipes are laid, and paving disturbed in con-
nection with the work skillfully and carefully
repaired and restored.

(Code 1986, § 8-4)

Seec. 38-5. Damaging or interfering with
pipelines.

It shall be unlawful for any person to
connect or to permit to remain connected any
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open gutter or rainwater conductor or cess-
pool with any sanitary sewer line of the town,
or to discharge into any such sanitary sewer
line exhaust steam or any liquid or substance
which is liable to damage the sewer line or
the sewer disposal plant, or which is liable to
obstruct the flow of sewage through such line
or such disposal plant.

(Code 1986, § 8-5)

Sec. 38-6. Right of entry for inspection.

The town authorities shall be permitted to
enter the premises of any water user as long
as the premises is served by a sanitary sewer
line, at all reasonable times, to inspect or
examine water and sewer pipes and their
connection and the use of septic tanks in the
premises. It shall be unlawful for any person
to refuse entrances as herein authorized for
such purposes without a reasonable cause.
(Code 1986, § 8-6)

Seec. 38-7. Fees.

The town may furnish water and sewage
disposal to persons for reasonable compensa-
tion and charge a minimum and reasonable
charge for maintenance of the system. Such
charge may be fixed from time to time by the
council.

(Code 1986, § 8-7)

Sec. 38-8. Failure to pay fees.

The town council shall have authority to
discontinue service to any premises for fail-
ure to pay sewer or water charges at the time
the same are payable, and service shall be
reinstalled only in accordance with rules and
regulations established by the council at the
time in force and effect.

(Code 1986, § 8-8)

Sec. 38-9. Operations and control.

(a) Any person desiring connection of his
property with the water and sewerage sys-
tem shall make application on an appropri-
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ate form at the department of water and
sewer, town hall, which shall be accompanied
by the appropriate connection fee.

(b) All water and sewer taps shall conform
to the requirements of the town on location,
size, type, materials and methods used.

(c) The size and connection fee of all sew-
erage services shall be governed by the num-
ber of individual units to be served by the
same connection.

(1) Single-family dwelling units and apart-
ments or duplexes containing less than
four single-family dwelling units shall
have a four-inch connection mini-
mum,

(2) Multifamily units containing more than
four single-family dwelling units shall
have a connection sized upon the equiv-
alent number of bedrooms and flow as
specified by the state department of
health and environmental control cri-
teria.

(d) It shall be unlawful to make, under-
take to make or cause to be made any con-
nection with the water or sewerage system
without first having made application and
received approval.

(e) When application has been made un-
der the terms of this chapter, the town shall
provide the necessary service to the customer
at the point of street right-of-way or property
line of easement established for the water or
sewer main. Such lines shall be owned and
maintained by the town.

(®) Service lines from the street right-of-
way or property line of said easement shall
be installed, owned and maintained by the
customer subject to regulations prescribed by
chapter.

(g) The town shall provide personnel to
operate the water and sewerage system in
number and/or skill as required by the rules
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and regulations of the state department of
health and environmental control and the

Environmental Protection Agency.
(Code 1986, § 8-9)

Sec. 38-10. Connection charge.

Connection fees to the sewerage system
and water system shall be as determined

from time to time by ordinance.
(Code 1986, § 8-10)

Sec. 38-11. Records.

The town shall keep separate from other
business the records of the water sewerage
system. All records of business transactions,
billings and receipt of funds shall be main-
tained by the town clerk and treasurer and in
accordance with any bond ordinance provid-
ing for the issuance of revenue bonds payable
from the revenues derived from the operation
of the sewerage system.

(Code 1986, § 8-11)
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